.jiwinjes EC role in PLO talks 

CAffip (R1 “ Egypt pressedBuropean Community (EC l Com- 
Qastbtt Thorn Monday to use what influence 
WesiraAfiujcJpe has fotryto persuade the United States to deal 
w&hthe Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), officials said. 
Mr* Thom 0 «t President Horai Mubarak, who tried without 
ajppareut stiosss on : a recent -U.S. visit to get Washington to 
modify its refasalfo deal with the PLO until the FLO formally 
recognises Israel. Mr; Thorn fold reporters that Mr. Mubarak felt 
theEoropeansshould convince the United States that the PLO, as 
Stated in the cotnmutnity*s own Venice Declaration on the Middle 
EasL&ooldbea partner in efforts to end the Arab- Israel dispute. 
In further connndris'to the official Middle East News Agency 
■ (MENA)* Mr. Jhofo was quoted as saying the. Arab states must 
resolve their internal differences, adding Arab unity was essential 
fo.any AratKfaxael solution. ' 
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Hassan opens antiquity exhibition 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
opened at the University of Jordan Library Monday an exhibition 
of French contribution to Jordanian antiquities which is organised 
by the Department of Antiquities in co-operation with the French 
embassy and the French Cultural Centre, the Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra, said. The six-day exhibition includes photographs 
of places of archaeological interests in Jordan and it also reflects 
the outcome of efforts in which French experts took part in 
excavating antiquities in Jordan and studying them. Petra said. 
The opening ceremony attended by University of Jordan Pre- 
sident Abdul Salara A1 Majali. Director General of Department 
of Antiquities Dr. Adnan A1 Hadidi, French Ambassador to 
Jordan Jacques de Sedouy. university officials, members of the 
diplomatic corps in Jordan and a number of invited guests. 
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Hassan visits 
university faculty 

• AMMAN (PetraFVJHis Royal 
. Highness. Qqwn Plrintie. JHassan 
Monday met ai the Faculty, of Law 
at the University of Jordan with 
the faculty dean and members of 
. staff. Prince .Hassan was briefed 
- by the faculty dean on the faculty' s 
experience since its establishment 
and its continuous attempts for 
qualitative development in the 
. standard, of its graduates. Att- 
ending the meeting was University 
. President, Dr. Abdul Sal am Al 
Majali. 

Israel names Jewish 
mayor for Hebron 

AMMAN t J.T. j — 7116 Israeli 
. occupation authorities Monday 
appointed Azavir Sharash as 
mayor of the occupied West Bank 
-town of Hebron lo succeed Mus- 
tafa Al Natsheh. whom the Israeli 
authorities discharged from duty 
last year. Appointment of Mr. 
Shamsh as a mayor of an Arab city 
was approved by Israeli Interior 
Minister Yousef Burg and sup- 
ported by leaders of the Jewish 
Gush Emunim settlement mov- 
ement. 

Israel completes 

another settlement 

- AMMAN (Petra) — The Israeli 
occupation authorities Monday 
completed the construction of a 
new- settlement in the occupied 
West Bank, and Prime Minister 
Yitzhdc Shamir reaffirmed his 
government's policy of con- 
fiscating more Arab land to build 
more settlements. Mr. Shamir was 
replying to accusations by Arid : 
Sharon, ex-defence minister, who 
said Saturday that the Israeli gov- 
ernment^ h« -stopped the" set- 
tlement plan in the occupied ter- 
ritories. In a broadcast over Radio 
Israel Mr. Shamir said that con- 
struction of -settlements Is part of 
Ws governments policy, 

Palestinian prisoners 
begin hunger strike 

AMMAN (Petra) About 4fttl pri- 
soners in the Israeli prison of Asq- 
. alan have started a hunger strike 
in protest against ciicumstancesof 
their detention and as a gesture of 
their rejection of the inhuman Isr- 
aeli practices against them, the 
French news agency. Agence Fra- 
nce Presse. quoted some Pal- 
estinian sources in the West Bank 
as saying Monday. Three Arab 
detainees died -in a one-month 
hunger strike in. Nafha prison in 
south Palestine in July 1980. 

Israel convicts 
SPalestu^^ 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( APi — An Israeli military court 
on Monday indicted eight West 
Bank Palestinians in connection 
. with the fatal stabbing of a Jewish 
sealer, in Hebron last July. 

French soldier 
killed in Beirut 

BEIRUT (R) — A French soldier 
was killed Monday when a rocket 
lot his position close to the "green 
Bne” between the eastern and 
western sectors of Beirut, a 
French military spokesman said. 
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Lebanon scraps Israeli 
troop withdrawal pact 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon declared its May 17 
agreement with Israel null and void Monday 
in a move which symbolised a dramatic pol- 
icy shift towards the Arab World and cleared 
the last obstacle to fresh talks between war- 
ring Lebanese factions. 

Cabinet Secretary Shafiq Mae- country, 
imneh said the government, in a Israeli officials said Israel did 
special session, had decided to go not rule out the possibility of neg- 
back on its endorsement of the otiating a new agreement to pro- 
accord and now considered it abr- vide "security" arrangements for 
ogatetf. the frontier area. 

The move had been expected As the abrogation was ann- 
for weeks, especially in the three ounced- at the presidential palace 
days since President Amm Gem- outside the capital, sporadic she- 
ayel returned from a crucial two- Ding and sniping continued on the 
day summit in Damascus with Syr- nearby mountain front between 
ian leader Hafez Al Assad. the army and Progressive Socialist 


Syria had opposed the accord - Party (PSP) forces. 


from the start but Mr. Gemayel 
only gave way after U.S. forces left 
Beirut in the wake of opposition 
militia victories against the Leb- 
anese army last month. 

The militia leaders, allies of 
Syria, had also been demanding 
the accord be scrapped as a con- 
dition for attending a second 
round of national reconciliation 
talks in Switzerland. 

Official sources said the talks 
could reopen as early as this Wed- 
nesday or Thursday. Swiss off- 
icials said Lausanne was the 
venue. 

The cabinet statement coupled 
the abrogation with an offer to 
prevent infiltration across the Isr- 
aeli border once Israeli troops 
withdrew, from the south of the 


Military spokesman for all the 
main groups said they thought an 
informal ceasefire was in force, 
but private radio stations reported 
constant violations in and around 
Beirut. 

The Israeli agreement, signed 


and the cabinei statement Mon- 
day was legally superfluous. 

It also marked the deathknell of 
U.5. attempts to negotiate a pol- 
itical settlement in Lebanon. The 
United States signed the accord as 
a witness and invested large amo- 
unts of military and diplomatic 
capital in Mr. Gemayers rule. 

The last of some l,3ft(i Ame- 
rican Marines puDed out of their 
Beirut airport compound a week 
ago Monday. Washington had alr- 
eady suspended shipments of 
heavy equipment to the Lebanese 
army and said its Middle East 
envoy would steer clear of Beirut 
on his next trip to the region. 

The Marines were pan of a 
four-nation Western force sent to 
Lebanon after the Israeli invasion 
with a mandate to help the gov- 
ernment extend its authority thr- 
oughout greater Beirut. 

Only a 1, 250-strong French 
contingent is still in place and they 
are expected to pull out within 
weeks. French External Relations 
Minister Claude Cheysson arrived 
in Beirut Sunday- to discuss det- 


when Israeli troops were still dep- . ails of the withdrawal. 


loyed at the edges of Beirut, pro- 
vided for Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon, joint patrols in the 
south, some degree of normal rel- 
ations and an end to the state of 
war. 

The Lebanese cabinet and par- 
liament endorsed it but President 
Gemayel did not sign it and the 
instruments of ratification were 
never exchanged. 

Experts in international law say 
the ‘accord never had legal force 


After a second meeting with 
President Gemayel Monday the 
minister said France had not yeL 
taken a final decision on the future 
of the force. 

The French contingent took its 
89th fata) casualty Monday when 
a rocket, apparently a stray, lan- 
ded on one of its positions close to 
the “green line" dividing Beirut. 

Even when the reconciliation 
conference resumes there is no 
guarantee the factional leaders 


can find a compromise between 
their widely differing views of 
what Lebanon should be like. 

The opposition group, led by 
PSP leader Walid Junblatt and 
ShPite militia chief Nabih Bern, 
will be seeking a radical overhaul 
of the country’s constitution, 
which they say gives too much 
power to the -Maronite Christians. 

The predominantly Christian 
right, led by former President 
Camille Chamoun. and the main 
“Lebanese Forces” militia, say the 
opposition is trying to extract una- 
cceptable concessions from the 
rightists by force of arms. 

Mr. Chamoun and “Lebanese 
Forces" commander Fadi Frera 
last week said they had serious 
reservations about the abrogat ion. 
which they fear could herald a per- 
iod of “Syrian domination." 

They said they could move into 
opposition if Mr. Gemayel went 
ahead with plans to scrap the agr- 
eement without guarantees of Syr- 
ian withdrawal. 

A “Lebanese Forces" spo- 
kesman said the militia's political 
council was meeting Monday to 
discuss what position to take. 

The cabinet secretary said 
Prime Minister Shafiq AlWazzan. 
who tendered his cabinet’s res- 
ignation of Feb. 5. had agreed to 
stay on briefly as a caretaker while 
Mr. Gemayel was away in Swi- 
tzerland for the reconciliation 
talks. 

Israel-Lebanon pact has features 
of a peace treaty, page 2 


Israeli jets 
bomb PSP 
positions in 
mountains 

BEIRUT (R) — Israeli planes lau- 
nched two bombing raids around 
the Druze mountain towns of Aley 
and Bhamdoun Monday, state-run 
Beirut Radio said. 

The first raid, shortly after 8 
a-m. (0600 GMT), destroyed an 
empty three -storey building in 
Aley, 14 kilometres southeast of 
Beirut, and caused no casualties, 
the mainly Druze Progressive Soc- 
ialist Party (PSP) militia officials 
said. 

The planes returned at 1 p.m. 
(1100 GMT) and bit positions 
above Aley and towards Bha- 
rodoun, the radio reported. 

The radio and the PSP officials 
said both raiding parties ran into 
anti-aircraft fire but there were no 
reports of a hit. 

In Tel Aviv a military spo- 
kesman claimed the targets hit in 
both raids were build mgs used by 
Palestinians in Aley on the 
Beirut -Damascus highway. 

The raids followed a series of 
three explosions aimed at Israeli 
troops in the southern port of 
Sidon Sunday. 

One Lebanese civilian was killed 
and eleven Israeli soldiers wou- 
nded in the attacks, an Israeli spo- 
kesman said. 

land claims its raids in the 
PSP-held mmwitarns are designed 
to deter Palestinian commandos 
from infiltrating into South Leb- 
anon to attack the Israeli occ- 
upation forces. 

Western military sources say the 
vast majority of ambushes in the 
south are carried out by local Leb- 
anese resistance forces. 
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Queen says her role 
as wife comes first 

By Leila Deeb 


AMMAN — Her Majesty Queen 
Noor says her role as wife to His 
Majesty King Hussein comes first, 
but that she tries to make herself 
accessible to anyone needing her 
help. 

The Queen sees herself as a 
committed Arab, takes interest in 
politics and is active in the fields of 
education, an. the environment, 
health and sports. 

She told Reuters in a two-hour 
interview she wanted to be acc- 
essible “to all those who need me 
for any reason or are in need of 
any kind of suppon..." 

In the sitting room of her office 
in one of the small houses of the 
palace complex overlooking 
Amman, she spoke of her role as a 
mother and a queen and discussed 
politics, regretting “man- 
ipulations and acrobatics between 
East and West." 

Queen Noor said her role as a 
wife was the most important role 
she played in the interest of her 
country. 

“i try not to let my work int- 
erfere with my role as wife bec- 
ause 1 believe the two are so much 
part of each other.” she said. 

Of her relationship with King 
Hussein, she said: “We are able to 
communicate about so many dif- 
ferent issues and challenges, and 



that is because of my involvement 
with my work for the country as 
well as because we are two people 
who enjoy sharing." 

Of the future of her children, 
the Queen said she would first y 
hope and pray that the Jordan^ 
they live in and work for would be 
“one that is peaceful and tranquil ‘ 
and that offers them as individual:, 
opportunities to use their abiliiie: " 
in contributing to a better futun j 
for the coming generation." 

She said that as a child she tho s 
ughi of herself as an Arab from th> . 
time she knew she was an Arab a 
American. y 

“From the time my parents fin 
explained my background to me. - 
was a committed (Arab). I woul d 

(Continued on page 3.) 


designed I Joint committee adjourns 
meetings for ten days 


By Afifah A- Kaloti days. *** 

Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporter The committee's meetings we ? 

adjourned to facilitate its Pc 

AM MAN — Meetings of the Joint estinian members of attend va i" 


Israelis not ready to negotiate new agreement 

Israel blames Damascus 
for abrogation of pact 


‘TNT’ claims responsibility 
for attack on Ramallah bus 


_ wLimuii nivuiifwia v.'i atu.nu • o > 

Jordanian- Palestinian Committee i ous meetings to be held in Tun J- 
to Support the Steadfastness of including a meeting of the Cenn 9 
the People Living under Occ- Committee of Fateh, the bigge 
upation were adjourned Monday commando movement under t 
for 1« days as Palestinian mem- PLO umbrella, and meetings . 
bers in the committee were lea- different Palestinian instituticr 
ving for Tunis to attend various such as the Super Military Cc| 
meetings of the Palestinian lea- ncil, Mr. Wazir said. 


TEL AVIV (APj — Prime Min- 
ister Yhzhak Shamir on Monday 


that breaks an aggreeraent? If 
they saw fit to give in to Syrian 


blaxnedSyria for the abrogation of pressure why should we give them 
the Israel-Lebanon pact and ann- a prize?" Mr. Pazner told the AP. 


ounced that Israel would now 
choose its own means to ensure 
“security" for its borders. 

A statement from Mr. Shamir’s 
office .charged that Syria sab- 
otaged the agreement through 
"violent action” and forced the 
government of President Amin 
Gemayel” to surrender to its dic- 
tates.” 

“Israel strongly condemns the 
Syrian intervention and the abr- 
ogation of the agreement." said- 
the statement issued less than two 
hours alter the Lebanese gov- 
ernment announced its cabinet 
had voted to nullify the agr- 
eement. 

Mr. Shamir’s spokesman Avi 


But other officials said before 
the announcement in Beirut that 
Mr. Gemayers government had 
made “feelers” to Israel about a 
new pact and that “we do not rule 
out anything.” 

Mr. Pazner was asked if Israel 
forces would remain in Lebanon 
for a long time as a result of the 
abrogation. “It may have this res- 
ult” he told reporters. 

Military sources said Israel's 
occupation of South Lebanon 
gave the Israelis a card to play in 
exacting a price for the abrogation 
of the pact, since both Lebanon 
and Syria want Israeli troops to 
leave. 

These sources, who spoke on 


opposition Labour Party, renewed 
his call for an Israeli withdrawal 
from the 45-kilometre-deep strip 
of land Israel holds in South Leb- 
anon. 

But he said the government 
should make it clear that Israeli 
troops would cross the border at 
will. 

“There is no need for the army 
to remain publicly and in a mil- 
itary structure as it is.” he said. 

Mr. Peres told the armed forces 
radio that Israel “should uni- 
laterally and immediately” carry 
out the “security" clauses of the 
abrogated accord, which include 
intelligence gathering facilities, 
patrols, aerial reconnaissance and 
a re-organisation of allied Leb- 
anese militia forces. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Anonymous 
callers have claimed responsibility 
for Sunday’s shooting attack on a 
bus near Ramallah in the occupied 
West Bank in which seven Pal- 
estinian workers were wounded. 
Israeli media reported Monday. 

"Terror against terror," a Jew- 
ish terrorist organisation known 
by its Hebrew acronym “TNT," 
claimed responsibility for the att- 
ack in a call to Israeli army radio 
Sunday night. In a tape aired 
Monday, the caller warned that 
“this is one in a series of action 
that will happen soon." 

The bus raid occurred at dawn 
Sunday in the village of Mazraa 
Sharqiyeh, about 16 kilometres 
north of Ramallah. Doctors said 


the two workers most seriously 
injured were transferred to hos- 
pitals in Jerusalem while the oth- 
ers were treated locally. 

“TNT' has claimed res- 
ponsibility for a series of booby- 
trapped grenades set in front of 
Christian and Muslim religious 
sites in and around Jerusalem. 

The English-language Jer- 
usalem Post said Monday that an 
anonymous caller claimed Sun- 
day’s shooting in the name of 
“Shlomo Ben Youse Brigade," 
which it said was named after the 
first Jew to be hanged by the Bri- 
tish mandatory authorities for try- 
ing to ambush an Arab bus in Pal- 
estine before the creation of Isr- 
ael. 


dership. 

The joint committee, which sta- 
rted its 25th session Tuesday, con- 
tinued discussions Monday of the 
working agenda. “The meeting 
was an extension to discussions 
started last Tuesday on issues rel- 
ated to the people under Israeli 
occupation, and is still open for 
further discussions.” Mr. Khalil 
Al Wazir, a Palestinian member in 
the committee told the Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Wazir (Abu Jihad), deputy 
military commander of the Pal- 
estine Liberation. Organisation 
(PLO). said that the committee 
will resume its session after 10 


Iraq denies using chemical weapons 


Pazner told the Associated Press condition they not be named, said 
that “Israel is not ready to neg- they believed a quiet arrangement 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) - An 
re-organisation of allied Leb- | ra qj commander was quoted 
ese raurtia forces. Monday as denying Iraq was using 

He agreed with the government, chemical weapons against Iranian 
at negotiating a new accord troops in fighting on the southern 


otiate any new agreement” to 
reach the “security” arr- 
angements in die troop wit- 
hdrawal pact signed on May 17. 
1983, after five months of U.S. 
mediation. 

The Lebanese “may ask us but 
why should we trust a government 


could be worked out for a red- 
uction of Syrian troops in eastern 
Lebanon in return for arr- 
angements that would allow Israel 
to evacuate the south. 

Peres urges withdrawal 

Shimon Peres, leader of the 


Top Kremlin official 
to visit Syria soon 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet First 
Deputy Premier Geidar Aliyev, 
one of the most senior figures in 
(he ruling Politburo, is to visit 
Syria, and diplomats said Moscow 
aimed to step up its involvement in 
the region. 

TASS news agency said the 
visit, postponed from last month 
because of the death of President 
Yuri Andropov, would take place 
in the next 1ft days. 

The Soviet Union gives Syria, 
its closest Arab aUy. strong mil- 
itary and political backing but has 
so for avoided a direct role in the 
Lebanon conflict. 

The diplomats said Moscow 
now appeared keen to take adv- 
antage of the humiliation h con- 
sidered Washington and its allies 
had suffered in Lebanon. 

Mr. Aliyev is also expected to 


eatening to drag the superpowers 
info confrontation. 

Mr. Aliyev. 6(1, is the first senior 
Kremlin official to visit Syria for 
four years. 

Soviet leader Konstantin Che- 
rnenko said on Friday the U.S. 
“invasion of Lebanon” was one of 
a series of acts that showed a U.S. 
drive for world domination. 

; Last week at the United Nations 
Moscow vetoed a Security Council 
resolution- to send a U.N. pea- 
cekeeping force to Beirut to rep- 
lace the Western four-nation 
Multi-National Force. 

Only French troops are left out 
of the MNF in Beirut, denounced 
by Moscow as a police force for a 
U-S.-lsraeli ’‘occupation" of the 
country. : 

Moscow objected to the abs- 
ence of a U.S. commitment to des- 


consult Syrian President Hafez Al. 1st from military action in Leb- 
Assad on the Iran-Iraq war, which anon as a condition of the U-NJ 
Moscow believes is now thr- peace force. 


that negotiating a new accord 
would be futile. “An agreement is 
only as strong as the country that 
makes it.” he said. “Lebanon's 
problem is its weakness." 

The Shamir statement charged 1 
that Syria “is the obstacle to Leb- 
anon's independence” and also 
was preventing other efforts to 
broaden Middle East peace. 

- — — - Tf j 

Assad hails 
Beirut move 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian Pre- 
sident Hafez Al Assad said Mon- 
day that abrogation of the May 17 
Lebanon- Israel troop withdrawal 
pact was a victory for Lebanon. 
Syria, and the Arab World. 

A spokesman for the pre- 
sidential palace told Reuters Mr. 
Assad made the statement in a tel- 
ephone call to Lebanese President 
Amin Gemayel. 

Mr. Gemayers government 
announced Monday that it had 
abrogated the U.S.-sponsored 
agreement, a major concession to 
Syria and its allies in the Lebanese 
opposition. 

The Syrian spokesman said Mr. 
Assad told Mr. Gemayel: “This 
move is a victory for the Lebanese 
people. Syrian people, and the 
Arab Nation.” 

He added that Syria would 
“always stand by Lebanon’s str- 
uggle for its own sovereignty, ind- 
ependence. and Arabism.” 

Syria has war economy, says pre- 
mier, page 2 


Gulf war fronts. 

Foreign newsmen also quoted 
Major-General Hisham Sabah Al 
Fakhri, commando: of the East 
Tigris Force, as saying Iraqi troops 
had encircled on three sides the 
oil-rich Majnoon islands, occ- 
upied by Iran in recent fighting. 

. Briefing reporters at his hea- 
dquarters at Al Uzayr in southeast 
Iraq, he denied Iraq had chemical 
weapons, but said: "We are going 
to use all available means at our‘ 
disposal to defend our dignity and 
honour” the reporters told Reu- 
ters. 

Iran charges that some 1,(100 
Iranians have been injured in the 
past two weeks by chemical wea- 
pons it claims were supplied to 
Iraq by Britain. 


“We are not going to face the 
invaders with flowers," the new- 
smen quoted Gen. Fakhri as say- 
ing. 

He also said Iraqi troops had 
encircled the Majnoon Islands in 
the marshlands of southeast Iraq 
on three sides (Majnoon Islands 
likely focus of fighting, page 2). 

Britain on Monday repeated its 
denial of Iranian claims that Bri- 
tain had supplied chemical wea- 
. pons to Iraq. 

"We will be making our pos- 
ition extremely clear to the Ira- 
nians once again." said a Foreign 
Office spokesman would not per- 
mit use of his name. 

Britain has always maintained 
that all British chemical weapons 
were destroyed in the late I95fts 
and that since then Britain has 
been in the forefront of int- 
ernational efforts to secure a wor- 
ldwide ban on the weapons. 

The spokesman again denied 


that Britain had sold chemical 
weapons to Iraq or any other cou- 
ntry. 

Iran had also accused Britain of 
providing billions of dollars worth 
of planes, tanks and weapons to 
Iraq since the Gulf war began. 

Iran also appeared to expect 
new fighting, with its official news 
agency quoting Iranian par- 
liamentary Speaker Ali Akbar 
Rafsanjani as saying Iraq would 
do its best to retake the Majnoon 
Islands. 

Mr. Rafsanjani told a press con- 
ference in Tehran heavy fighting 
would break out in this area. 

Iran recruiting aircraft mai- 
ntenance staff from Taiwan, page 

Iraqi envoy thanks King for sup- 
port in Golf war, page 3 

Iran would find it difficult to dose 
Strait of Hormuz, page 4 


Hart upsets Mondale again in Maine 


PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — 
Gary Hart is on a political roll, 
adding an upset victory in the 
Maine caucuses to one in the New 
Hampshire primary, but former 
Vice-President Walter Mondale 
and his managers insist they know 
a way to beat the Colorado sen- 
ator in the race for the Democratic 
presidential nomination. 

Mr. Hart claimed “another pol- 
itical miracle" Sunday night, as 
complete returns from Maine's 
414 caucuses showed him with 
almost 51 per cent to Mr. Mon- 
dale’s 44 per cent. 

Sen. John Glenn, former Sen, 
George McGovern and the Rev- 


erend Jesse Jackson had scattered 
support, but they had left the state 
— and the spotlight — to Mr. 
Mondale and Mr. Hart- 

Projections of how Maine’s nat- 
ional convention delegates would 
be distributed as a result of the 
voting were not immediately ava- 
ilable because state party officials 
did not project national delegate 
allocations, and they did not rel- 
ease the figures in a form that all- 
owing such projections to be com- 
puted under the national parry’s- 
complicated formula. 

The caucuses, however, gave 
Mr. Hart 48.9 per cent of the del- 
egates selected for the Maine state 


convention, compared to 44.2 per 
cent for Mr. Mondale, one per 
cent for Mr. McGovern and one 
per cent for Sen. Glenn. There 
were 5.6 per cent uncommitted. 

Mr. Hart declared his campaign 
staff may “have brought a political 
juggernaut to its knees” in the 
race for the nomination. 

Mr. Hart quickly rearranged his 
schedule in hopes he could make 
his political momentum migrate 
from New England to the south, 
where a big round of primaries is 
upcoming. 

Arab- Americans suppert Jackson, 
page2 


Commenting on an earlier dt 
ision by the committee to fo 
joint Jordanian-Palesrinian d 
egations to tour various Ax 
countries to seek financial a 
i stance to support the people I 
ing under Israeli occupation. ' 
Wazir said that the first d 
egation. which will include M 
ister of Trade and Industry, t 
Tourism Jawad Al Anani s 
himself, will visit Algeria after 
Tunis meetings. 

The delegations' tour of A 
countries committed by the B 
hdad Arab summit of 1 979 to f 
vide financial assistance to 
“Steadfastness Fund” aims 
only at “collecting money but 
to make clear to their j 
emments the Palestinian peof 
situation under the Israeli 
upation and the arbitrary n 
sures taken by the occupation 
horities." Mr. Wazir added. 

He added that the delegal 
will also explain to the Arab ; 
emments various developmen 
the committee's activities, its 
ure plans as well as “remir 
some countries of their defaul 
.their commitments". 

He pointed out that the 
ected amount of annual fina 
assistance was Slftft miliic 
accordance with the Bag . 
summit, but the committee f i 
large deficit because some 
emments defaulted on their 
raents and Libya did not he 
its commitment at all fron 
very beginning. “The 
umtilative defaults on L 
payments is not less than $7: i 

lion.” Mr. Wazir said. . V 

The other delegations. -:j 
from the one formed Sunday 
not been named yet, Mr. ' ^ 
said. |r 

“ It is not yet decided who 1- 

go and when” he said. , f 

Deputy Prime Miiiisie ? 
Minister of Interior Sul 
Arar. who heads the comir * 
Jordanian side, did not 
Monday’s meeting but it w 
ended by Dr. Anani and M j 
of Occupied Territories SI 
Mahmoud while the Pale - 
side was headed by Hame 
Sittah. a member of the PL‘ 
curive Committee and dire 
the organisation’s Occupie ) 
ritories Affairs Depanmei 
Wazir. PLQ Executive con 
member Hanna Nasir am . *9 
representative in Amman ' JS 
Razak Al Yahya. S 




1 Home -Middle East news 


Chinese president expected in 
Jordan after talks in Pakistan 


JOR DAN TIMES, y: 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Chinese President Li Xiannian 
arrived Monday fora four-day state visit to Pakistan 
at the start of a four-nation tour which will also 
include Jordan on Thursday, an d then Turkey and 
Nepal. 


'4t. Li was greeted with a 
11 -gun salute at Islamabad Air- 
x>n where he was met by Pak- 
stani President Mohammad Zia 
J1 Haq. 

The two leaders were due to 
iave formal talks Monday night. 
\nother round of talks was exp- 
ected to follow Tuesday. 

Pakistani officials said the talks 
vould cover the world situation, 
n tern atio rial issues of common 
merest and bilateral relations. 

China is a major arms supplier 
o Pakistan and also an important 
illy in its efforts for a withdrawal 
■f Soviet troops from nei- 
hbouring Afghanistan. 

Mr. Li said in an arrival sta- 


tement he hoped the visit would 
make “useful contributions to the 
strengthening of Sino-Pakistani 
friendship and co-operation.” 

Mr. Li said a traditional fri- 
endship between China and Pak- 
istan was “developing further and 
growing in strength" with the joint 
efforts of the two sides. 

“We have come here with the 
purpose of further increasing 
mutual understanding, promoting 
friendship, learning from the Pak- 
istani people and strengthening 
our co-operation.” he said. 

Thousands of school children 
and other people clapped and 
chanted welcoming slogans as -Mr. 
Li drove out of the Islamabad 


Airport and also along his drive 
route through Islamabad's twin 
city Rawalpindi. 

High-level exchange of visits 
has been a regular feature of the 
close ties between China and Pak- 
istan. but Mr. Li is the first Chi- 
nese president to come here in IS 
years. 

.vlr. Zia last visited China in 
October 1 9R2 afterChinese Prime 
Minister Zhao Ziyang’s visit to 
Pakistan in June 1981. 

The trip is designed to str- 
engthen China’s ties with the four 
countries and to show solidarity 
with the Third World. 

The official Beijing Review 
magazine said this week that Pek- 


ing hoped Mr. Lfs visits would 
also result in a new demand from 
the leaders of Pakistan and Nepal 
for an end to rhe Soviet presence 
in Afghanistan and Vietnam’s 
occupation of Kampuchea. 

A strong delegation of Chinese 
leaders saw the 79-year-old pre- 
sident off at Peking Airport. They 
included Peng Zhen. chairman of 
the National People's Congress 
Standing Committee- Vice- 
President Ulanhu. Vice- Premier 
Wan Li and Foreign Minister Wu 
Zueqian. 

It is Mr. LFs first foreign tour 
since he became president, alt- 
hough he has been to Pakistan 
twice before. 


‘Obeidat receives Jordanian envoy 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Ahmad ‘Obeidat Monday rec- 
eived in his office Mr. Kamal Ai Hmood, Jordan’s ambassador to 
the Peoples Republic of China. The Chinese president, Li Xiannian 
will arrive in Amman on Thursday on an official visit to Jordan. 


Vlajnoon Island: Likely focus of Gulf fighting 


AH RAIN i Ri — The oil-rich 
lajnoon Island in the marshlands 
f southeast Iraq Monday app- 
lred a likely target of Iraqi attack 
; it assumed possible political 
gnificance in the 4 1 -month-old 
ulf war. 

An Iraqi commander was quo- 
d as saying Iraqi troops had enc- 
:led the island — seized by Iran 
offensives over the past two 
:eks — on three sides. 

A senior Iranian official Sunday 
edicted fierce fighting in the 
.ea as Iraq sought to retake the 
and. estimated to hold billions 
■ barrels of recoverable crude oil. 
But Hojatoleslam Ali Akbar 


jrael protests 
) Egypt over 
;alestinian 
inference 

.1 RO t R ' — Israel has officially 
•tested to Egypt over the sta- 
gof a Palestinian conference in 
ro later this month, an Israeli 
bassy spokesman said Monday, 
'he conference on the support 
he Palestinian people was aga- 
the spirit and letter of the 
"9 peace agreement between 
tp t and Israel, the spokesman 
I Reuters. 

.elations between Egypt and 
el have been described by 
ptian Foreign Ministry off- 
Is here as cool since the Israeli 
ision of Lebanon in June 1982. 
he spokesman said the Israeli 
srnmcnt would still take pan 
the annual Egyptian Int- 
u tonal Fair due to open here 
I Saturday. 

;rael received an official inv- 
on two months ago to par- 
uile in the fair and a team of 
eli officials is already in Cairo 
rganise the Israeli paviliion. he 

I - 

he Israeli stand would include 
;ation equipment and agr- 
Lural machinery, he added. 


Hashemi Raisa n j an i, speaker of 
the Iranian Parliament, also ind- . 
icated Iran might consider cession 
of the island to Iran in settlement 
of its demand for war reparations 
from Iraq. 

Tehran has demanded S ISO bil- 
lion in reparations to cover mat- 
erial losses sustained by Iran in the 
first two years of the Gulf war. 

Mr. RafsanjanL speaking at a 
press conference in Tehran, quo- 
ted unnamed Arab officials as say- 
ing Iran’s possession of Majnoon 
would cover the S ISO billion dem- 
and. 

In remarks reported by the Ira- 


nian National News Agency 
IRNA. he quoted them as saying 
another SI 00 billion would cover 
further damages in the third and 
fourth years of the conflict. 

Diplomats say Iraq, its economy 
badly hit by the cost of the war and 
a slump in its oil exports, would be 
unable to meet the reparations 
demand. 

But Mr. RafsanjanL Iranian spi- 
ritual leader Ayatollah Rhollah 
Khomeini's spokesman on the 
Supreme Defence Council, app- 
eared to signal willingness to con- 
sider peace talks a week ago when 
he said Tehran was open to new 


proposals, they said. 

Tehran could now be signalling 
readiness to accept cession of 
Majnoon island in settlement of its 
reparations claim, although Iraq 
. was unlikely to readily agree, they 
said. 

Controversy meanwhile con- 
tinued over Iranian accusations 
that Iraq was using chemical wea- 
pons in the fighting an Lhe sou- 
thern fronts, which Baghdad den- 
ies. 

Foreign newsmen in southeast 
Iraq quoted an Iraqi commander 
as again rejecting the charge as 
saying Iraq had no such weapons. 


Meeting with Assad leaves congressman 
convinced of Syrian domination in Lebanon 


PHOENIX. Arizona l API — 
Congressman John McCain says a 
75-minute meeting with Syria's 
president and other stops on a rec- 
ent trip to the Middle East left him 
convinced that Syria “will dom- 
inate future events in Lebanon.” 

McCain, an Arizona Rep- 
ublic^ Senator John Tower. * 
chairman; pf the. Senate. Armed 
Services Committee, visited Syria, 
JordqQ- ..Saudi Arabia. Pakistan ; 
and Turkey. 

“1 returned to Washington wit- 
hout much optimism on the imm- 
ediate prospects for favourable 
resolution of the region's many 
crises." Mr. McCain wrote in an 
article published Sunday by a 
Phoenix newspaper, the Arizona 
Republic. 


“In addition to meeting with 
other senior foreign affairs and 
defence officials, we met with the 
head of state in each country exc- 
ept King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, 
who was travelling outside of the 
kingdom," Mr. McCain said. 

President Hafez Assad of Syria 
■‘projected an aura of confidence 
apd the, satisfaction of a general 
who had just achieved a decisive 
victory — which indeed he had 
upon the withdrawal of U.S. tro- 
ops from Beirut to ships off- 
shore." he said. 

He said Mr. Assad was friendly 
throughout the discussion, adding 
“ 1 had to remind myself during the 
meeting that this outwardly att- 
ractive man presides over a brutal 
regime which has perpetrated 


numerous atrocities — against 
even the Syrian people — and pre- 
sently is engaged in an active pro- 
gramme of state-supported ter- 
rorism and intimidation." 

“Based upon this meeting and 
other visits in the region, it is clear ’ 
that Syria will dominate future 
events in Lebanon and the for- 
mation of a new Lebanese gov- 
ernment, should that occur,’’ Mr. 
McCain* said. 

“In the last several weeks, the 
military balance dearly has shifted 
to favour Syria and its allies in the 
Lebanese opposition. Using this 
military leverage and the int- 
imidation of its terrorist cap- 
abilities (or those under its eff- 
ective control), Syria will be the 
major influence in Lebanon." 


U.K. to give £750,000 for relief work 


LONDON (LPS) — Britain is to 
give C75CMNM for relief work 
among victims of the Lebanon 
conflict, the Overseas Dev- 
elopment Administration ann- 
ounced here Friday. 

Some L501UMUI will be pro- 
vided through the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Pal- 


estinian refugees (UNRWA) for 
its 19*4 Lebanon emergency app- 
eal and E275.UUO will be given to 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross for similar work. 

Announcing an overall eme- 
rgency package totalling £10 mil- 
lion world-wide for drought relief 
and work among refugees. Mr. 



Hernu begins talks in Kuwait 


Charles Hernu 


KUWAIT (R; — French Defence 
Minister Charles Hernu and the 
Kuwaiti Defence Minister. Sheikh 
Salem Al Sabah, Monday dis- 
cussed possible military co- 
operation between their two cou- 
ntries. Sheikh Salem said. 

He told reporters after the mee- 
ting at the Kuwaiti Ministry of 
Defence their talks also touched 
on the possible purhcase by Kuw- 
ait of French weapons to “update 
and reinforce the capabilities of 
the Kuwaiti army " 

Mr. Hernu, who plans to go to 
Saudi Arabia after his Kuwait 
visit, arrived here Sunday night 


and told reporters that his country 
would consider supplying the Gulf 
state, the closest Arab country to 
the Gulf war frontlines, with adv- 
anced weapons if the matter were 
raised during his visit. 

But be said: “I am not an arms 
salesman," 

Sheikh Salem said he and Mr. 
Hernu also discussed the Iran- 
Iraq war and the situation in Leb- 
anon, where France still has 1.250 
troops as part of a Multi-National 
Force. 

He described the talks with vfr. 
Hemu as “positive." 


U.S. to airlift arms to Sudan 


Timothy Raison, overseas dev- 
elopment minister, said: “I have 
been struck by the deep concern 
shown by many people in Britain 
about the grave refugee and dro- 
ught problems which challenge us 
today. I hope they will feel that 
this package is a strong and eff- 
ective response to the challenge. ] 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese 
Vice-President Omar Mohammad 
Al Tayeb said Monday the United 
States had decided to air lift arms 
to Sudan to help the Khartoum 
government “confront the con- 
spiracies it is facing." 

The pro-Westem government 
of President Jaafar Numeiri is bat- 
tling secessionist guerrillas in the 
south of the huge African country, 
strategically-located in the basin 
of the River Nile, and accuses nei- 
ghbours Libya and Marxist Eth- 
iopia of aiding the insurgems. 

Mr! Al Tayeb returned Monday 
from six days in the United States 
and was quoLed by the official 
Sudan News Agency (SUNA) as 
saying Washington understood 
Sudan’s position. 


Syria has 
war economy, 
premier says 

DAMASCUS f R> — Syrian 
Prime Minister Abdul Rauf Al 
Kasm said Monday his country's 
economy reflects the fact Syria has 
not known peace since ind- 
ependence in 1946. 

“Syria has not had peace in the 
real sense since its independence 
as it is always in a state of war with 
Israel and cannot overlook for one 
moment the balance of powers nor 
ignore attempts by its enemies to 
expand." he said. 

Mr. Kasm, addressing the ope- 
ning session of a four-day Arab 
Health Minister’s Conference, 
said Syria had a “war economy", 
because of circumstances in the 
region “which subject it to more 
dangers and aggression." 

Syria earmarked about 53 per 
cent of its 1983 budget totalling 33 
billion Syrian pounds (S5.5 bil- 
lion) on military spending, acc- 
ording to official statistics. 

"The Syrian army is facing all 
those who have ambitions in this 
part of the world and has no opt- 
ion but to develop itself." Mr. 
Kasm said. 

On Lebanon. Mr. Kasm said 
Syria had achieved a victory aga- 
inst the “enemy'’. 

He was referring to recent eve- 
nts in Lebanon, which Syria reg- 
ards as a victory against Israel and 
the United States. 

“We have convinced the United 
States and Israel that Syria is a 
strong Arab barrier that cannot be 
boycotted." he added. 


The United States had “decided 
to establish an air lift direct to 
Khartoum for transportation of 
arms and military equipment to 
the Sudan to help it confront the 
conspiracies it is facing," he said. 

The United States has supplied 
arms to Sudan for some years and 
Mr. Numeiri visited Washington 
last year. .Mr. Al Tayeb brought a 
message for Mr. Numeiri from 
President Reagan, SUNA said. 

Recent rebel attacks on foreign 
workers in southern Sudan led the 
U.S. Chevron Oil Company to 
suspend virtually all work on try- 
ing to exploit oil reserves there. 
The oil is a key element in the 
long-term rescue of a debt-laden 
Sudanese economy said in a new 


survey by a Gulf bank to be nearly 
bankrupt. 

The insurgency has also delayed 
progress on the Jonglei Canal, a 
major scheme to divert Nile Water 
.from the South Sudanese Sudd 
Swamps to northern Sudan and 
Egypt, which has a defence all- 
iance with Mr. Numeiri. 

Cairo-based diplomats say the 
rebel attacks recall a bush war 
between secessionists in the south 
against the north that took about 
one million lives in the 1950s and 
1960s. 

The diplomats in Cairo said sou- 
therners were aggrieved over rec- 
ent administrative changes that 
sub-divided an autonomous sou- 
thern region into three parts. 


Israeli-Lebanese accord 
has features of peace treaty 


LONDON (R) — The 1983 troop withdrawal agreement bet- 
ween Israel and Lebanon, which the Lebanese cabinet has dec- 
ided to abrogate, had some features of a peace treaty. 

Following are the key points of the accord, signed under U.S. 
mediation last May 17 and rejected by Syria and its allies in 
Lebanon: 

— End to state of war between the two countries. 

— Withdrawal of all Israeli forces which invaded Lebanon in 
June 1982 within three months of agreement entering force. 

— Establishment of joint supervisory teams to inspect a sec- 
urity zone in Lebanon along the Israeli border, to be kept clear of 
irregular armed forces. 

— Limits on the amount of arms Lebanese forces may deploy in 
the security zone. 

— Setting up liaison offices in each other’s territory. 

— Development of bilateral relations in areas like trade, tou- 
rism and communications. 

— Mutual end to hostile propaganda. 


Iran recruiting aircraft 
maintenance staff in Taiwan 


TAIPEI (R) — A Taiwanese air- 
craft maintenance company said 
Monday Iran was recruiting tec- 
hnicians from Taiwan, apparently 
to work on militaiy aircraft inv- 
olved in the Gulf war with Iraq. 

A spokesman for Air Asia Mai- 
ntenance stressed, however, that h 
was a private business deal and 
denied press reports that most of 
the recruits were retired nat- 
ionalist air force personnel. 

Iran, armed by the United Sta- 
tes in the past, needed the tec- 
hnicians for maintenance on its 
F-4 jet fighters and C-130 tra- 
nsport in its continuing Gulf war 


against Iraq, he said. 

He said an Iranian team which 
came to Taiwan for the rec- 
ruitment last week had app- 
roached the company for tec- 
hnicians who would work for a 
higher monthly salary of over 
S2,(KK) in Iran. 

Some technicians volunteered 
for the Iranian jobs, he said but he 
gave no figures. 

The Defence and Foreign Min- 
istry declined comment. One nat- 
ionalist official said. Taiwan did 
not wish to get involved in the 
Gulf conflict. 


F q «3 year. France and Kuwait 
signed a 1 2-billkm-franc (a&HK 
5150-million) arms deal covering 
air-defence systems. During a van 
to Paris by Sheikh Salem law test 
year, the possible purchase by 
Kuwait of Mirage F-l fighter 
bomber and tanks was discussed. 

Jn January last year. Kuwait's 
chief-of-staff. Major-General 
Abdullah Farraj Al Ghaneb. dis- 
closed that Kuwait warned to buy 
12 Mirage F-l fighter- bombers. 

Mr. Hernu also paid a courtesy 
call vlonday on the Emir, Sheikh 
Jaber Ai Ahmad Al Sabah. 


America’ s 
Arabs 
support 
Jackson 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — “The ! 
savage attack on Rev. Jesse Jac- 
kson by Jewish groups reflects the 
racism of these groups as well as 
their paranoia." charged Dr. M.T. 
Mehdi. President of the 
American- Arab Relations Com- 
mittee in a speech to the Arab 
American Community in Bro- 
oklyn in defence of the Black Pre- 
sidential candidate. 

“The establishment of the Jew- 
ish organisations has been har- - 
assing Rev. Jackson and thereby 
violating the spirit of free debate 
in the American democracy." Dr. * 
Mehdi asserted. 

Explaining the reason for the •• 
attack on Rev. Jackson by the Jew- •: 
ish groups Dr. Mehdi said: '* Re'. ; 
Jackson is challenging the tra- ■ 
ditional society" and “the Jewish - 
establishment fears that it will lose • 
some of its strength when the ‘ 
blacks acquire their proper share" 
of power” . 

Mayor Edward Koch's attack 
on Rev. Jackson reflects" not only 
the mayor's tradition of opening 
his mouth above and beyond the 
call of duty, but also his conccm 
for Tel Aviv more than Harlem." 
the Arab American spokesman 
charged. 

Dr. Mehdi said that Rev. Jac- 
kson should not have appeared 
before a Jewish audience in New 
Hampshire to apologise for bis 
“slip of the tongue." He appeared 
as “a criminal in a kangaroo 
court" Mr. Mehdi maintained. A 
ample press release explaining his 
mistake and abusive language 
would have .sufficed, he said. 

Dr. Mehdi and a delegation of 
Arab Americans had gone to 
Damascus, Dec. 17 iy*3. to sec- 
ure the release of Lt. Robert Goo- 
dman. two weeks before Rev. Jac- 
kson's trip to Damascus. 

But Dr. Mehdi, who defended 
Rev. Jackson against the har- 
assment by Jewish organisations, 
is critical of the candidate on the 
Palestine question. “Jackson is no 
different than Mondale. Hart or 
Reagan on the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict." he declared. Indeed. Mr. 
Mehdi has bitterly criticised Rev. 

J ackson for calling on the Arabs to 
recognise the Jewish state. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 


* Turkish handicrafts, paintings and 
copper ware exhibition at the San Rock 
HoteL 

‘ " Photos exhibition on Romania at the 
Plastic Anisia Association at JabaJ 
Luweibdeh at 4 Ju p.m. 

* Turkish embroidery and painting* 
exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* "Contribution Francaiae a L’are- 
heologie Jordanienne" starts at the 
University of Jordan’s library ai 5:00 
p.m. 

CONCERT 

* “Tania ChagnoT, starts at the French 
Cultural Centre at R:im p.m. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre -Tel. 861 >126/7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre Library 4152(1 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41903 

Soviet Cultural Centre ... 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181 

V.W.CA 41793 

Y.W.MA. ...... 664251 

Amman Municipal Library _... 36111 
University of Jordan Library H4355S 

MUSEUMS 


Fefidon Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash 1.4th to Ifith 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9 Mi a_m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 5 1 760. 

Jordan Arcbaeofogfcal Mu on: Has an 
exertion. ooQecikm of the antiquities or 
Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa (Citadel WD). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
( Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a.m. 
4.00 p-m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National GaBeiy: Contains a«ri- 


leciion of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Mamie artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Monuzah. Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 am. 
13U p.m. and 3 JO p.m. ~ 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (MUtary Moran): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
a_m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Popular Lite of Jordan Mirwrwn- 100 to 
150 year old items such u costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.U0 a.m. - 5.00 pm. 
Ckwed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

[Jobs Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Tyche 
HoteL I JO p.m. 

Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Amman Marriott Hotel 1 JO p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1311 p.m. 


CHURCHES 

SU Joseph anarch (Roman Catholic] 
Jabal Amman. teL 24590. 

Cborcfe of the Aamredation (Roman 
Catholic] Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

Be la Sale Chnreb (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Am wiat w (Greek 
Orthodox! Abdali, 23541. 

Angjfcan Chnreb (Church of the Red- 
eemer) jabal Amman. 41559 . 
Armenian CathaDc Church Ashrufieh, 
71331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Asfrraflch. 
75261. 
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AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information Is supplied by ABa inf- 
ormation department at the Queen AUa 
International Airport teL ( 08 ) 53250. 
where it should always be verified. 
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0*00 - Cairo (MS) 

I8-J0 Tripoli (RJ) 

IQM5 Cairo. Tunis (Tunisian Air) 

llsOO Vienna. New York (RJ) 

11J0 Athens. Copenhagen (Rj j 

UJ 0 — — Cabo (RJ) 

12:10 Riyadh, Dhahran (SV) 

.1*30 Rome. Madrid (RJ) 

Uk45 Larnaca(RJ) 

1*30 - Cairo (RJ) 

1*48 — Kuwait (KU) 

1*38 Kuwait, Dhahran (RJ) 

1*30 Baghdad (IA) 


2*80 Cairo (MS) 

2*15 Baghdad (RJ) 

2*38 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ] 

2*30 Cairo (RJi 

22M Bangkok (RJ) 

00.-05 Cairo (MS) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Load setVbuy rates in fib 

Belgian franc 69 21 69.6 

Dutch guilder 125.9/ 126.7 

Egyptian guinea — 317.6 > 3223 

French franc 46.1/ 46.4 

Iraqi dinar .... 356 1 361 

Italian lire (for 100) 22.7/ 22.9 

Japanese yen (for 1 00] 1623/ 1633 

Kuwaiti dinar 1261 JP 12683 

Lebanese lira 63.8/ 65 

Omani riyal — 11)583/ 1066.6 

Qatari riyal .. — 100.7/ 101.4 

Saudi riyal 1043/ 105 

Swedish crown 47 Ji 473 

Swiss franc 1713/ 1723 

Syrian lira 53.2/ 54.2 

UAE dirham 100/ 1003 

U.K. sterling pound 543.7/ 547 

U3. dollar 3663/ 3683 

W. German mark 142.1/ 143 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It win be partly cloudy, with sou-: 
thwesteriy moderate winds. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


Low/high tempt 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


mtue be deg.C. 

- W18 

15/23 

1U22 

13/25 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 17, Aqaba 23. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 62 per cent, Aqaba 60 
per cent. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193.75111 

Flrauld. fire, police 199 

Blood bank 75121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 2209U-3 

Police rescue 192, 21111.37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 563WM 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service 71125-8 

Queen Alia Int Airport ^ (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre - RI3813-3Z 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amman 442S?-4 
AkDeh Maternity. J. Amman .. 42441 
Jabal Amman Maternity ......... 

Malhas, J. Amman ,7.I!!!*36I40 

Palestine. Shmeistni M-4171-4 

Shmeiuni Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Slufa. J. Husacm 667158 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdah : 665292 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164 

Italian. At-Mubajreen 77101-3 

AJ-Bashir. J. Ashrafieb 75111 

Army. Marka — 91611 

night duty 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mahmoud Khaled Omran 73172 


Dr. Othman Mustafa Qtiunan . 74024 

Nairoukh pharmacy 23672 

Al Hayaa pharmacy 24136 

Fatndah pharmacy 37140 

Jabal Al Taj pharmacy 71U50 

Sara pharmacy 71140 


Neil taxi — 

Grand Palace taxi 

Medical Chy taxi 

Faisal end 

Rsobted taxi 

Tala! taxi ; 


— 44660 

: 667079 

813813 ■ 

22051 

22023 

- 25051 


. 1RB1D 

Dr. Ibrahim Ai Rabadfri , 
Hanina pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Musa Taha Odeh 

Royal pharmacy 


GENERAL 

Jordan Tele vision 

Radio Jordan 

Ministry of Tourism 

Hold comptaum 

Price complaints 

Telephone: 

Information 

Jordan and Middle EasfcaQs" 

Overseas calls ....... 

Cable or telegram ; 


- 73111 
. 74111 
. 42311 
666412 
661176 


MARKET PRICES 


Opperttower price hi fib per kg. 

Apple 350 / 300 

Banana 280 / 240 

Banana (Mukammar) 240 / 210 

Beans 540 / 480 

Cabbage ...... 60/ 40 

Carrot 140/110 

Cauliflower (white) 80/ 60 

Cheat nut 350 / 300 

Cucumber (large) ' 250 / 200 

Cucumber (small) 340 / 280 

Dates 180/150 

Eggplant (huge) 200 >160 

Eggplant (small! 180/ 150 

fws 400/300 

Garlic 340/240 

Grapes (white! 700/600 


Grapes (M ade) 

Grapefruit 

Guava 

Lemon 

Marrow (luge) _.. n 

Marrow (small) 

Mandarin 

Olives ~ 

Onion {dry! 

Okra 

Oranges (Aba Slura) ., 
Oranges (Sbammourii . 
Pears 

Pepper (sweet) — 

Pepper (hot green] 

Potatoes 

Tfcogarine 


700/600 

— 130/ mu 
40(1/ 300 

140/ 21(1 
240 / 200 

— 380 / 320 
..-230 / 20(1 

350 / 2W 
.-170/140 

— iso /too 
....270/230 
..-220/ J R(J 
-.500 / 400 
-. 580/520 
-.840 / 720 

— 180/150 

— 280/240 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘Obeidat receives go vernor of Jerusalem 


AMMAN (Petra) Prime Minister Ahmad ‘Obeidat Monday 
received in h& office JemsaJe m Governor Anwar. A1 Khadb. No 
further details were released about the meeting 

Brazilian envoy presents credentials 

AMMAN (J.Tvl — Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri Monday 
•received a copy of. the credentials of BraziTs newly-appointed 
"ambassador to Jordan, Mr, Selix Baptism de Faria. Mr. de Faria 
has recently arrived in Jordan. to lake over as-Braz^s first amb- 
assador to Jordan. . 

Blood donors to "get free medical cards 

AMMAN (Petra) — Giizenswho donate blood for public use'wiD 
be issued with free health security cards valid for six months, 
according to a decision taken by Minister of Health Kamel Al 
Ajloum Monday. Holders of health security cards are entitled to 
receive free medical care at afl government hospitals and surgeries 
around the country. ° 

Italian sculpture show to open today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — - A six-day exhibition of contemporary Italian 
sculpture entitled MULTLPL.I will be opened by the Minister of 
Culture, Youth and Antiquities Abdullah ‘Oweidat at the Royal 
Cultural Centre Tuesday. The exhibition, organised in co- 
operation with the Italian 'embassy, will last until March 12. 

Fewer ships dock at Aqaba 

AMMAN (Petra) — The nomber of vessels which have docked at 
the port of Aqaba between January and November inclusive was 
2.242 compared with 2.364 ships in the same period of 1982. 
according to a statistical bulletin recently issued by the Aqaba 
Port Department. The bulletin said that che volume of goods 
exported via Aqaba reached 4,633,932 tonnes against 3,553,631 
tonnes during the same period in 1982; 

Arab League land use meeting slated 

AMMAN (Petra) — The eighth international conference on the 
uses and classification of land will be held in Amman from May 1 4 . 
till May 25. The conference is.being organised by the Ministry of 
Agriculture in co-operation with the Arab Centre for the Study of 
Dry Regions and Arid Territories at the Arab League. 



Iraqi envoy thanks King 
for support in Gulf war 


AMMAN (Petra) — Iraq’s ambassador to Jordan 
Ibrahim Shuja’a Al Sultan hailed Jordan’s stand 
vis-a-vis the Iraq-Iran war and paid tribute to His 
Majesty King Hussein and the government and peo- 
ple of Jordan for their support for Iraq since the 
start of Iranian hostilities against Iraq. 


Iraq’s ambassador to Jordan Ibrahim Shuja'a Al Sultan addressing a rally organised by the Iraqi 
1 community in Jordan Monday{Hetra photo) 


Arar, Saudi civil defence head 
discuss exchange of expertise 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Suleiman Arar received 
at his office Monday the visiting 
director of the Saudi Arabian Civil 
Defence Department. Major- 
General Hashim Mohammad 
Abdul Rahman, and the del- 
egation accompanying him. 

The two men discussed the 
scope of co-operation in the field 
of the exchange of expertise bet- 
ween the two countries. 

Maj.-Gen. Abdul Rahman exp- 
ressed his happiness at the visit to 
Jordan and voiced himself par- 
ticular pleased to be able to get 
acquainted with the achievement 
and progress made by the Jor- 


French classical guitarist mixes 
greats and moderns in recital 


By Meg Aim Hanwlyn is my epoch. Music today is exc- 
Spcciftlfa the Jordan Times iting because modern composers 
; ' . use aD the possibilities an ins- 

AMMAN — Playing her guitar trument offers them. For corn- 
very softly and ; be autifu ll y , in • posers like Bach, the instrument 
Amman this week is the young • was only the means of making the^ 
and talented French classical gui- ; ; ^nuac. for mod em co mposers the 
tarist Tania Chagnot. This five instrument and all its "different 
time winner of international tla- aspects are an integral pan of the 


ssical guitar playing competitions 
(which include the prestigious; 
Prix (fHonneur at the 1980 Con- 
eours International de TUFAM — . 
the French association of female 
musicians — and the first prize at 
the Fernando Sor competition in 
Rome in 1983) gave a recital at 
the French Cultural Centre Sun- 
day night and. for those who mis- 
sed it, there will be a repeat per- 
formance Tuesday. - 

The first pan of Miss Chagnot’s 
programme is devoted to the esp- 
ecially adapted work of great cla- 
ssical composers like Bach, Dow- 
land and Prae tortus. The second 
and greater part of the recital 
however features pieces written 
for the guitar by the modern mas- 
ters Joaquin Rodrigo, Miguel 
Llobet. WiDiam Walton. Roland 
Dyens and Antonio Ruiz-Pipo. 

‘My epoch* 

“Although J love Bach”. Miss 
.Chagnot said when explaining her 
choice .of music, “I am very int- 
erested in 2dth century music rr- it 


instrument and all its different iinue giving concerts, something 
aspects are an integral part of the she , should have no problem in 


music.; 

And to illustrate what she 
meant. Miss Chagnot plucked the 
strings of her guitar in dissonant 
way and tapped and beat a rhythm 
on the wooden part of the ins- 
trument producing drum like rev- 
erberrations. 

Bom in France in 1962 to a 
Spanish mother and an English 
father. Miss Chagnot is now in her 


mm 


fep-' 


Tania Chagnot 


Queen says her role as wife comes first 


(Caa tim ed from page l) 

hot say Arab nationalist, at five 
years old" Her father. Mr. Naj-. 
ecb Halaby. is American of 
Syrian- LebaiKse origin. 

Queen Noor has never been to 
Jerusalem. But as an architecture 
and urban planning graduate of 
Princeton University, she says the 
one thing that always stands out in 
any landscape view of the city is 
the guilded Dome of the Rock, 
one of Islam's holiest shrines. 

"That is always the pin-point, 
oo miner how many (Jewish) set- 
tlements are built around it,” she 
said of the Dome, now being ove- 
rshadowed by high-rise apartment ' 
blocks built by the Israelis in East 
Jerusalem. The Dome was built 1 3 . 
centuries ago on the spot where 
the Prophet Mohammad ascended 
to heaven. 

Discussing politics. Queen 
Noor said; she .was disappointed 
that attention was concentrated 
on issues which were not of imm-_ 
ediatc concern to the Arab WorkT 
or iadividtiaL 

"The humanitarian, concerns 
and problems of the people have 
been overshadowed by the pol- 
itical manipulations and acr- 
obatics between. East and West." 
she said : 


”We can easily see from the 
vantage point of the Middle East 
that the form of government of the 
United States is not always ref- 
lective of the point of view of the 
majority, of citizens.” she said. 

She hoped the Jordan Society, a 
U.S.-based group with no ties to 
the Jordan government but enc- 
ouraged by her, would bring gre- 
ater understanding. 

The Queen said she did not bel- 
ieve women in politics should be 
confined to some areas of work. 


will be made aware of the opp- 
ortunities that will exist for them,” 
she said. 

The Queen is involved in proj- 
ects for the welfare of children in 
Jordan and the Arab World. She 
invites a boy and girl from every 
Arab country each year to spend 
time in Jordan to experience their 
common Arab heritage and the 
culture and heritage of Jordan. 

She is also honorary president 
of the S.O.S. Children’s Village 
Association in Jordan, whose pro- 


and she saw no reason why there jeer is under construction, and 
could be.no women in the Jor- takes as active interest in the 
danian Parliament in the near fur- promotion of the aits, 
ure. It was her idea to create an ahn- 

1 Women in Jordan will vote in valfolk and cultural festival in the 
parliamentary elections for the Greco- Roman city of Jerash, 
fist time when by-elections on the nwdj of Amman. 

East Bank are held to fill eight » »» headed the National 
vacant seats. No women have *®Sher Council for Physical Fit- 
been nominated to tun, although a ness; but although she loves 
197 4. decree gave them the right sports, she says she has time only | 
to vote and be elected. for exercises necessary to her hea- 

Queen Noor said King Hussein llh .: M worir - ' 

“aB along tried to base the gov-- My work is very important to 
, ■ j r ■ me and I fed rt enables me to be 
more of a mother,” she said. 

SSried As the Queen of Jordan she will 

ecuve. secure and principled play t0 Qq^ Elizabeth 

Wss ’ and Prince Philip who are due 

As head of the Royal End- here on a state visit on March 26. 
owment for Culture and Edu- "We are kicking foward to rec- 
cafion, the Queen has promoted eiving them as good friends and as 


As head of the Royal End- 
owment for Culture and Edu- 
cated, the Queen has promoted 


WelcBramgtbe recall in January. . research work into the counties representatives of a country and 


oUovdmH pazfiamenL suspended, 
for the pm Iff years; she said 
there wer ^different types of dem- 
ocracy, with some working more 

effectively than others. . 


manpo wer needs. people' who have had long lies of 

' *fris vitally important to try to friendship and association with 
offer gnd«" re and counsel to stu- Jordan and the Middle East. I feel 
debts ax the eiriy stages of their certain their visit will be secure-' 
educational career, so that they and successful,” Queen Noor said. 


danian Civil Defence Department 
in the fields of fire extinguishing, 
rescue and first aid. 

The meeting was attended by 
Civil Defence director. Major- 
General (dialed Al Tarawneh. his 
deputy responsible for adm- 
inistration and a number of civil 
defence officers. 

Maj.-Gen. Abdul Rahman and' 
his accompanying delegation 
Monday morning visited the Civil 
Defence Department where they 
were received by Maj.-Gen. Tar- 
awneh and his assistants. 

The delegation was briefed by 
Maj.-Gen. Tarawneh on the dep- 
artment' s activities and the tasks it 
performs in serving the people in 
the fields of fire fighting, first aid 


and general rescue services. 

The delegation later toured the 
.various actions of the department 
where they watched the civil def- 
ence's modern machinery in act- 
ion and were briefed on the sec- 
tion’s activities and tasks. They 
expressed their admiration for the 
high level which the Civil Defence 
Department has reached. 

Maj.-Gen. Abdul Rahman and 
the delegation accompanying him. 
who arrived here Sunday on a 
four-day official visit to Jordan. 
Sunday visited the Jordanian fol- 
klore museum at the Roman amp- 
hitheatre here where they saw 
examples of Jordanian folklore 
and antiquities. 


final year at the L’Ecole Normale 
de Musique in Paris. After her 
graduation. Miss Chagnot hopes 
to continue her studies both with 
her master and by attending int- 
ernational courses.- In. the mea- 
ntime she hopes to be able to con- 


Dentistry conference planned 

AMMAN (Petra) — The third regional organisations, will take 
Jordanian dentistry conference is part in the two-day conference to 
scheduled to be held here on April be organised by the Jordanian 
12 under the patronage of His Dentists Association (JDA). 


Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

Dentists from Arab and foreign 
countries, as well as health and 


President of the JDA Dr. 
Abdul Aziz Al Haj Ahmad, said 
that the conference research pap- 
ers will concentrate on deoraf care 


doing for. despite being in a highly 
competitive field. Miss Chagnot 
has given many recitals both abr- 
oad in Syria, Sweden. Finland, 
Spain. Germany. Switzerland and 
Sardinia as well as in her native 
France. 

The performance begins at 8 
p.m. in the hall at the French Cul- 
tural Centre. 




CORRECTION 

• The Jordan- Times issue of- March 5 carried a Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, item headlined “RSS wants to introduce national 
building code” saying that Jordan spends nearly JD 1 million 
annually on construction work. This should have read JD 100 
million. 


Mr. Sultan was speaking at a 
rally organised by the Iraqi com- 
munity in Jordan Monday, after a 
march to the front of the Iraqi 
embassy in Amman. 

The march, said Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, was organised to 
celebrate the victories the Iraqi 
army has achieved in the latest 
battles' against the Iranian army, 
during the last few days. 


Phosphate 

production 

registers 

increase 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Pho- 
sphate Mines Company (JPMC) 
production during January and 
February reached 936,777 tons 
compared with 522,169 tons in 
the corresponding period in 1 983. 

JPMC Director-General Wasef 
Azar said that the company’s exp- 
orts during the last two months 
reached 630.025 tons compared 
with 465.600 tons during the same 
period last year. 

Of this amount. -367.225 tons 
were exported last February com- 
pared to 247.825 tons exported 
during February 1983. an increase 
of 119.400 tons. 

Mr. Azar also said that the 
company has provided the Jordan 
Fertiliser Industry Company dur- 
ing the last two months with 
1 80.600 tons of rock compared to 
93.125 tons during the same per- 
iod in 1983. 

He added that the company has 
transported a total of 859,666 
tons, of which 60 per cent were 
sent by train to Aqaba, while the 
rest was sent by trucks, as opposed 
to 486.275 tons transported dur- 
ing the same period of 1983. 

At the same time the amounts 
transported by train and track 
have increased by 373,391 tons. 


Mr. Sultan called on all Arab 
states to meet their obligations in 
supporting Iraq, in accordance 
with the Fez Summit Conference 
of 1982. 

The United Nations and the int- 
ernational community, said Mr. 
Sultan, should play an effective 
role to put an end to the aggressive 
policy of Iran, which now thr- 
eatens the whole region. 


"Because the Iranian rulers do 
not know the meaning of law, they 
know nothing of human rel- 
ations” he said. 

They only know how to occupy 
Iraqi land, he continued saying 
that if successful the Iranians will 
go to occupy the whole Arabian 
Gulf in order to expand their Per- 
sian empire, Mr. Sultan added. _ 
Winding up the rally, the Iraqis 
decided to send a cable of support 
to the Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein in which they haded the 
courageous stand of the Iraqi 
army and people in the face of the 
brutal waves of aggression by Iran. 

They also expressed their pride 
in the Iraqi leadership and voiced 
their preparedness to defend their 
land and rights. 


Arab Parliamentary Union 
chief meets Lawzi, Fayez 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ahmad Al 
Lawzi and AkcfAl Fayez Monday 
received the secretary-general of 
the Arab Parliamentary Union 
(APLT), Mr. Abdul Rahman Al 
Bourawi, who congratulated them 
on their appointment as speakers 
of the Upper and Lower Houses of 
Parliament respectively. 

Mr. Bourawi arrived here from 
Damascus, on a short visit to Jor- 
dan. 

Mr. Bourawi. Mr. Lawzi and 
Mr. Fayez in their talks reviewed 


the international Parliamentary 
Union flPUj conference which 
will be held in Geneva later this 
month. 

Attending Lhe meetings was the 
secretary-general of the Jordanian 
Parliament, Mr. Yahya Al Dro- 
ubi. 

Mr. Fayez will head Jordan's 
delegation to the meetings of the 
Afro- Arab Parliamentary Con- 
ference. 

Other members of the del- 


some ofthe subjects relating to the egation will be senate member 
Afro- Arab Parliamentary Con- Walid Sal ah and Khaled Al Haj 
ference. which will be held in Hassan and Ribhi Mustafa from 
Tunis on March 11. the Lower House of Parliament, in 

They also discussed the ado- addition to Yousef Al Halta and 


ption of a unified Arab stand Zaid Zuraiqat from the par- 
vis-a-vis the topics to be raised at liament General Secretariat. 

Study on engineers completed 

AM MAN (Petra) — A recent survey on working engineers in Jordan 
has revealed that there arc 9,335 practising engineers half of which 
are working in the public and half in the private sector. 

The study, conducted by the Ministry of Public Works, also shows 
that female engineers form 2.2 per cent of the total number of those 
practising in Jordan and that 80 percent of the total are younger than 
40 years of age. 

The ratio of non-Jordanian Arabs and foreign engineers registered 
10 per cent of the total practising engineers. 

Tbe study also pointed ro the fact that engineers rarely change jobs 
because the rate of pay differs little between the public and private 
sectors, especially between those whose qualifications and exp- 
erience comparable. 

The report also came Dp with various recommendations among 
which include the direction of engineering training and specialisation 
in accordance with the development needs of Jordan, defining a 
special policy for post graduate training^ 


Ministry seeks volunteers to make community centres successful 


By Anne CoonseU 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of Soc- 


ial Development’s Department of sell, he added. 


wiring, electricity and basic hou- 
se hold maintenance cm the part of 
women who feel that this may be 
more practical than Handicrafts 
which they might not be able to 


Community Development is hop- 
ing to encourage various societies 
to participate in establishing and 
running community centres thr- 
oughout the country in order to 
improve the facilities in these cen- 
tres, according to Mr. Faisal Kha- 
tab, head of the Community Dev- 
elopment Department at the min- 
istry. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times Mr. Khatab explained that 
the department had encountered 
many problems in the adm- 
inistration of community centres 
and that the enthusiastic par- 
ticipation of voluntary societies 
could be beneficial in providing 
services, teaching and equipment 
as well as in promoting co- 
operation between different sec- 
tors of the community. 

Difficulties 

Outlining the difficulties faced, 
Mr. Khatab said that the lack of 
available finances for the est-' 
ablishraent of such centres is a 
major problem and that the fees of 
J D 2 or J D 3 per month which are 
paid by people attending the var- 
ious courses at the centres do not 
cover the tuition and maintenance 
costs incurred. 

Financial problems also limit 
the equipment the centres can 
purchase and Mr. Khatab ill- 
ustrated this point by saying that 
although great interest has been 
shown in car mechanic courses, 
there are not enough funds to est- 
ablish these courses due to the 
high costs of welding and mec- 
hanical equipment. 

Worthwhile services 

Mr. Khatab said that Lhe centres 
do provide worthwhile services to 
the community and that all the 
centres established by the ministry 
have a children's club where you- 
ngsters are supervised while their 
mothers attend knitting or sewing 
classes at the centres. 

In addition to these classes for 
women, many of the centres also 
run courses in home economics, 
child care and sanitation which 
help to raise family living sta- 
ndards, Mr. Khatab said. A recent 
tread has been a greater interest in 


The aim behind establishing 
social centres was to involve peo- 
ple in community development, 
and in the rural areas the ministry 
hopes to reduce migration to the 
towns by improving services and 
activities, commented Mr. Kha- 
tab. 

Participation 

However, the active par-' 
ticipation of the local people in 
some areas has not been very enc- 
ouraging in spite of establishing 
community councils formed by the 
local people to help with the work. 
projects and planning. 

Mr. Khatab said that the men- 
folk in Sam’asahan near Mafraq 
refused to let their women attend 
courses at the centre until they 
were convinced that they would be 
useful. 

Establishing the individual 
needs of the communities and inv- 
estigating their particular interests 
may help to encourage more par- 
ticipation in and enthusiasm for 
the centres, he said. 

Another problem facing the 
centres is a lack of trained staff to 
teach the courses and to help in 
the running of the centre. Mr. 
Khatab said that voluntary soc- 
ieties and institutions could pos- 
sibly help in this matter. 

Soccesrftil co-operation 

He said that Yarmouk Uni- 
versity had helped the Kremlin 
centre in the North Ghor by pro- 
viding staff and technical ass-, 
istance in establishing carpentry, 
woodwork and plumbing courses 
for men. 

This co-operation has been 
mutually beneficial, said Mr. Kha- 
tab, because the students have 
gained practical experience and 
the people of Kremlin have rec- 
eived improved services. 

Another example of successful 
co-operation between the Min- 
istry of Social Development and a 
private society is the Al-Faqu'a 
Community Development Centre 
near Karak which opened last 
month, said Mr. Khatab. 

Outside help 

The Catholic Relief Services 


(CRSj. the ministry and the vil- 
lagers themselves had participated 
in the establishment of a day care 
centre which also offered sewing 
classes for women, he said. 

The CRS provided the sewing 
machines and a teacher for the 
centre and greatly assisted in the 
project, he added. 

The Food and Agriculture Org- 
anisation (FAO) have also con- 
tributed to social development in 
Jordan by providing goats to 1(1 
families in Dibban and 
Sama'sahan. continued Mr. 
Khatab. 

The FAO also assisted in pro- 
grammes for leaching the people 
how to make butter and yoghurt 
from the goaf s milk, in addition to 
leaching classes in nutrition, he 


added. 

' Through such co-operation 
with various societies and ins- 
titutions the social development 
centres might be able to overcome 
some of their problems, suggested 
Mr. Khatab. 

It might be possible to extend 
these facilities and the opening 
hours of die centres through the 
increased participation of local 
people, he said. At present most of 
the centres are only open from 8 
a.m. to 1 or 2 p.m., although some 
centres have afternoon or evening 
courses, he said. 

There is the potential for uti- 
lising the buildings more fully by 
offering more activities such as 
additional classes or film shows, 
said Mr. Khatab, but this would 


require a lot of financing as weQ as 
more staff and would not be fea- 
sible without greater co- 
operation. 

Mr. Khatab also pointed out 
that although child care clubs are 
available at all the community 
centres, there is a lack of edu- 
cational toys and pre-school act- 
ivities which could help child dev- 
elopment, due to limited finances. 

In conclusion Mr. Khatab said 
that the success 'of the centres 
depended largely on the amount 
of effort put in by the community 
for whom they are established and 
the successive of plans to build 
three centres in the Karak, Ma’an 
and Aqaba govemates will dep- 
end on the participation of the 
people. 
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La Maison De 
Plantes 

brings you back to nature and offers you cosmetics 
from purely natural herbs and announces to elegant 
ladies of Jordanian society the arrival of the: 

Belgian beauty expert 

Miss Dolly 


who will provide her advices on skin care for the year 
1984 according to the following schedule: 


FRIDAY Jihad Salon, behind American embassy, Jabai 
Amman, 2nd Circle. 

SATURDAY Yaseen Salon, Amman Marriott Hotel 
SUNDAY A lftab ieh Pharmacy, behind Al Hussein Housing 
Estate 

MONDAY Fedra Salon, Shmeisani, opposite Al Hussein/ 
Housing Estate 

TUESDAY .Yacoub Pharmacy, Jabai Amman, 3rd Circle 
WEDNESDAY Beit Al ‘Ashaab, Shmeisani, Jaw+iarat Amman 
Building, opposite Omar Al Khayyam Hotel, 
Tel:072279 

THURSDAY Liza" Beauty 7 Centre/ behind Sukaina School. 

Jabai Al Hussein .' 
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Iran will find it difficult to close the strait 
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The cart continues to roll 

IT has been cryj&al clear that, foLlowing the collapse last month 
ofU-S. policy on Lebanon, President Amin Gemayel had but to 
cancel the Lebanese- Israeli withdrawal agreement of May 17. 

Now that he has done so. It would be more pertinent to ask what 

comes next, rather than dwelling on what had happened bef- 
ore. The Lebanese move has wide implications on nearly all 
fronts in the Middle East. 

Syria, having won the battle over the accord, has not yet 
achieved victory for Lebanon, nor consequently for itself. 
How, for instance, is Damascus going to get the Israelis out of 
the south? And how can it guarantee a true Lebanese rec- 
oncfliation that could also last? Where do vie all go from here? 

Both the government and the opposition in Israel have been 
calling for agreement with Syria over protecting their border in 
the north. But President Assad apparently is not In a hurry to 
reach unders tanding with the Israelis on Lebanon now, leaving 
them with limited options on what could be done. 

The U.S., its leaders admit, does not have much to do with 
tbe crisis of Lebanon at the present, since American Marines 
are no longer in Beirut and the accord that Secretary of State 
George Shultz helped negotiate last year is no longer wanted by 
one of the major parties to tbe conflict. 

Lebanon, for its part, is'stiQ torn apart by the factional strife 
that has plagued it since 1975 and most of its territory is still 
under non-Lebanese control. The door for reconciliation might 
have been opened after the scrapping of the May 17 accord, but 
there is a lot of work to be done to rid the country of foreign 
occupation and to restore its unity, independence and sov- 
ereignty. 

The Arabs should not be shedding any tears over the demise 
of the Lebanese- Israeli withdrawal agreement: It amounted to 
another peace treaty imposed on an independent Arab state by 
Israel. But, still, we should be asking ourselves one or two basic 
questions at this stage. 

First, in whose interest lies an extended Israeli occupation of 
South Lebanon, or even a permanent occupation of tins ter- 
ritory? Second, whose interest is served^y continuing to place 
the problem of Lebanon as an obstacle to achieving a lasting 
settlement in the Middle East throughim Israeli withdrawal 
from all Arab territories occupied since 1967, given that the 
time factor is of vital importance in the fight for our rights and 
land? 

These questions should be addressed to all Arabs, and others 
as well, but also to Syria, which has just won its battle over the 
May 17 accord but which surely does not want the cart to stop 
rolling there. 
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Al Ra’i: Iraq needs genuine support 

WE SADLY witness Arab states shirking their responsibility and 
duty in the current iraq-Iran war. We have seen Arab states shirking 
their responsibility before, when the front-line Arab states had been 
exposed to Israel's aggression. At that time, these states had to accept 
the pretexts and excuses for the shirking nations which claimed they 
had not enough time to come to aid because of the surprise Israeli 
attack and because a ceasefire usually cut things short. 

What about the Iraq-lran war. which had been going on for more 
than Lhree years now. and what about the .Arab Mutual Defence 
Agreement, which rules for Arab states to raJW to the support and 
defence of any of the signatory states in thb-event of armed agg- 
ression? What are the Arab states waiting for to honour their com- 
mitments? 

The Iraqis are calling for peace. buL are faced with continued 
aggression which causes the death of many innocent people on both 
sides. The war can benefit no one. but can cause Muslim nations to 
lose resources and men and deepen the hatred among them. 

What is required now is a unified Arab stand in support of Iraq in 
the face of this Iranian aggression and in the face of Iran's ambitions 
with regard to Arab territory. The war will end if the Iranians are 
faced with a joint, firm Arab stand and a convincing show of det- 
ermination to repel aggression. 

Al Dustour: Pact- scrapping opens avenues 

DESPITE THE sporadic fighting in Lebanon, there are signs that a 
political solution to the conflict is now in sighL. The Lebanese are 
looking forward to a solution that would end their prolonged suf- 
ferings and lay down the basis for reconciliation and peace. 

The road to reconciliation has been opened because the opposition 
and the government had agreed on scrapping the Lebanese- Israeli 
pact. We must remind the Lebanese parties that there are many 
enemies of Lebanon — including Israel — that want to see Lebanon 
weak and divided and wish to prolong the conflict as long as possible. 

The scrapping of the agreement would mostly affect Israel, which 
■had seen it as a fruit of its invasion of Lebanon, and, therefore, it will 
not be surprising for Israel to take action in an attempt at foiling all 
moves towards expected Lebanese reconciliation. We hope that the 
leaders of Lebanon's political parties realise these threats and wish 
their endeavours for reaching peace all success. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Iran blackmails Gulf states 

DESPITE IRAN'S successive defeats and the enormous losses it has: 
suffered over the past three years, h stQl persists in continuing its war 
against Iraq. U sends waves after waves of human beings only to be 
killed at the front without achieving any military or territorial gains. 

So far. Iran has suffered at least one million casualties in a war 
designed to satisfy the ambitions of its rulers. Why should the Iranian 
people sacrifice its resources and potentials on a losing war; and why 
should its rulers persist in waging a war which should only jeopardise 
development in the Gulf region? 

It is because Iran's rulers have their own designs for the oil fields of 
the Arab Gulf states. Iran has been threatening that it will attack 
Arab oil fields in the Gulf if its own fields arc destroyed, and has been 
imposing on Iraq an economic war to weaken the Arab Nation. It is 
also adopting a policy of blackmail against the Gulf states aimed at 
discouraging them from helping Iraq in the war. 

Iraq has been able so far to repel all aggressions and will offer 
further sacrifices for defending its own territory. It is also defending 
the Gulf states and the whole Arab Nation. Therefore, the Arab 
states should extend all possible assistance to Iraq and take a unified 
stand that would end the war and bring Iran’s rulers back to their 


By Gerald F. Seib 

WASHINGTON — The long- 
feared oil crisis might unfold like 
this: 

Iraq strikes at Iran's oil jugular 
vein in their 3 J5 -year-old war. It 
its French-made Super Ete- 
udard warplanes to sink oil tan- 
kers at Iran's ivharg Island oil 
terminal in the Gulf. 

Iran retaliates by dispatching 
helicopters and ships to mine the 
Strait of Hormuz, the Gulfs nar- 
row mouth. Frightened shipping 
‘companies and insurance firms 
that underwrite tankers call a halt 
to oil shipments from the Gulf, 
through which passes 2U per cent 
of the non-Communist world* s oil. 

To protect the oil supplies, the 
U.S. and its allies spring into act- 
ion. Saudi Arabia sends its four 
mine-sweeping ships into the str- 
ait to start clearing it out. The U.S. 
airlifts mine-sweeping helicopters 
halfway around the world to begin 
sweeping operations of its own. 
Planes from the aircraft carriers 
Midway protect the mine- 
sweepers from attack by Iranian 
planes, while U.S. warships escort 
tankers through the Gulf. 

Not so far-fetched 

Such a scenario is purely hyp- 
othetical. But with Iraq claiming 
this week that its warplanes att- 
acked tankers near JCharg island 
and warning ships to stay away, it 
doesn't seem so far-fetched. Iraq's 
claim hasn’t been confirmed, but 
the mere reports of it sent oil pri- 
ces shooting up. And U.S. officials 
again are worried that Iran could 


be provoked into carrying out its 
longstanding threat to close the 
Strait of Hormuz to punish Iraq 
and its supporters. 

The task of closing the strait 
would be formidable militarily, 
the risk of massive retaliation high 
and the cost to Iran’s own eco- 
nomy steep. “In the short range 
they could do it,” says Richard 
Helms, former director of U.S. 
Central Intelligence and a former 
ambassador to Iran. “ But h isn’t in 
their interest in the long run. if you 
look at it coldly and cynically.” An 
American defence official is 
more direct: Iran would find that it 
“can't sustain a blockade over 
time” he says. 

But even an Iranian attempt to 
close the strait, or threats from 
Tehran to mine it or attack tan- 
kers. could create havoc. “One of 
the better ways to close the strait is 
to just threaten to bomb a tanker 
and let insurance rates go up.” 
says Christine Helms (no relation 
to Richard Helms), a Brookings 
Institution analyst. If insurance 
rates go too high, the tankers 
would be forced to stay out of the 
Gulf. 

A shutdown of the Strait of 
Hormuz would be designed to 
punish countries (ike Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait, which support Iraq, 
by cutting off their ability to exp- 
on oil. But Iran could accomplish 
the same thing by bombing Saudi 
and Kuwaiti oil installations. An 
attack against the huge Saudi oil- 
loading facility at Ras Tanura 
would be panicularly crippling 
and could spark war all around the 
Gulf. 


Diverting resources 

Mining the strait or attacking 
moderate Arab states like Saudi 
Arabia would force Iran to divert 
military resources from its war 
with Iraq. Blocking the strait also 
would cut off its own ability to ship 
oil. And the massive Western mil- 
itaiy response that might follow 
could o verwhelrn "Iran’s own det- 
eriorating military machine. 

Bui Iran has defied logic before, 
and the U.S. is prepared for it to 
do so again. 

Mining the strait would be dif- 
ficult. Its deep water (the depth 
averages about 150 feet) would 
make it a problem to plant mines, 
particularly ones that must be 
moored to the sea floor. “The 
problem with mining the strait is 
that it isn’t permanent.” says one 
Pentagon analyst “The water is 
swift” he adds. Mines could wash 
away. Iran wouldn’t be sure of 
their location, meaning it couldn't 
send its own oil tankers through 
the area any more safely than 
could other countries. 

U.S. officials aren't sure, but 
they assume Iran could at least 
scatter some mines using ships and 
helicopters or. perhaps. P-3 patrol 
planes Iran acquired from the U.S. 
before Ayatollah RuhoIIah Kho- 
meini took power. 

But some analysts say that 
American mine-sweeping cap- 
abilities have proved to be def- 
icient in the j*asL They^Gofltend 
that even scattere.d~ir£man mines 
could interfere with oil shipments 
for weeks. 

Iran also would face difficulties 
trying to sink ships in an effort to 


dost the strait- Iran’s navy and 
and air force are believed to have 
deteriorated so much in recent 
years that experts aren’t sure they 
are capable of carrying out eff- 
ective attacks. 

Generally, Mr. Helms says, the 
Iranian navy docsnT'amount to a 
damn any more. They never were 
very good.” Iran's navy had 135 
ships before the Shah’s ten, inc- 
luding many light coastal patrol 
craft. Western experts don’t know 
how many of them are still wor- 
king, but most assume that losses 
and a shortage of spare parts have 
substantially reduced the number 
of operational ships. 

Similarly. Iran’s air Beet has 
dwindled because of a lack of 
spare parts and losses in the war 
with Iraq. For instance. Anthony 
Cordesxnan, a former Pentagon 
officii who is now an editor of the 
Armed Forces Journal, estimates 
that Iran has only 25 usable F-4 
fighter bombers out of a pre-war 
total of 90," 3H usable F-5 fighters 
out of 166 previously, and five to 
1 0 F-l 4 fighter bombers out of 77 
before the war. Those types were 
bought from the U.S. during the 
Shah’s reign. 

And even if Iran did sink a- tan- 1 
kcr in the Strait of Hormuz, the 
strait is deep and wide enough so 
that other ships still could pass. At 
its narrowest point the strait is 25 
miles wide. 

As a result, some U.S. officials 
think Iran might simply try to sue 
its warships to intercept and turn 
back ships, rather than actually 
sink them. 

Artillery threatens 

Mr. Helms worries as much 


about the possibility that Iran 
could pull heavy artillery pieces to 
the edge of the Strait of Hormuz 
shjiI use them to threaten ships. He 
says that Iran has guns, acquired 
years ago for land wars, that are 
capable of firing 20 to 30 miles. 
U.S. defence officials are sce- 
ptical, though, that Iran would 
move heavy guns away from the 
war with Iraq, and they think ships 
sfiD could move out of the guns' 
range. 

While Iran would have dif- 
ficulty carrying out any of these 
military operations, some analysts 
worry that it could effectively 
close the strait for a period if it 
tried all of them in unison. 

U.S. officiate are confident, 
though, that they could quickly 
surmount any Iranian attempt. 
The U.S„ Britain. France and 
other countries have discussed 
plans to form joint naval convoys 
to escort oQ tankers in and out of 
the Gulf in a crisis. 

After sweeping the mines, naval 
task forces would escort tankers 
under military air cover. U.S. gov- 
ernment officials also assert that 
insurance companies have ind- 
icated they would continue to 
underwrite tanker operations in 
the Gulf if the military convoys 
operate. 

The Reagan administration has 
made sure that h has firepower 
near tbe Gulf. A task force of four 
warships, along with a command 
ship, operates continuously in and 
around the Gull The aircraft car- 
rier Midway and its support ships 
are nearby, in the northern Ara- 
bian Sea. And the U.S. has a total 
of 30 ships in tbe adjoining Indian 


AWACS 


In addition, Saudi Arabia. just 
across the Gulf- from baa. has 
advanced American jet fighters n 
its arsenal. And Americftii. 
AWACs radar planes operate out 
of Saudi Arabia, monitoring air. 
and fleet movements in the Gut 

Pentagon officials think that. 
Iran would be reluctant to move if 
it knows that such forces could be 
quickly turned against it. “Al ite' 
point thev acL the odds swing sha- 
rply against them.” says one def- 
ence planner. Iran, he says, has 
only a “limited number of plane*- 
and ships'* compared to such an 
arsenal. 

The military response from the 
U.S. and its allies, in fact, could be- 
so strong that it might threaten the 
very existence of Iran's rev- 
olutionary government. But Amer 
rican officials insist they aren’t 
looking for a pretext to go after 
Tran. 

They maintain that the chances 
for unexpected developments are 
so great the U.S. must try to avoid 
an armed confrontation. Above 
all. the U.S. worries about pro- 
voking Soviet intervention on 
behalf of Iran. 

And U.S. officials also worry 
that Iran, even if it were in a pre- 
carious position, could manage to 
spread the war around the Gulf. 
One American official worries 
Iran could dispatch “human 
waves” of its soldiers to create 
trouble. “They could make a holy 
war out of it.” he says. — The Wall 
Street Journal. 


Alfonsin cracks down on unions 


* Argentina’s new Chilian president, not content with fringing the cou- 
ntry’s former military rulers to heeL is now seeking to discipline their 
former allies: the trade unions. Jimmy Burns reports 


BUENOS AIRES — Argentina’s 
capital has been jolted from its 
summer lull by an outburst of pol- 
itical passion reminiscent of the 
high points in last October's ele- 
ction campaign. The walls of the 
city are covered afresh with pro- 
paganda posters and dem- 
onstrations have been followed by 
counter demonstrations. 

The “hot summer”, already 
dose to sizzling because of Pre- 
sident Raul Aifonsin’s bold ons- 
laughcon the military, has reached 
emotional boiling point thanks to 
the government's plans for trade 
union reform. One rally turned 
into a near riot when a group of 
half-naked men burst into a par- 
liamentary session being televised 
live and confronted the assembled 
deputies with cries of “Viva- 
Peron". 

The focus of the trade union 
reform is the General Con- 
federation of Labour (CGT). 
Argentina’s only major trade 
union organisation. For nearly 50 
years it has been intimately linked 
with the main opposition party, 
the Peronists. 

A bill has been approved by 
Parliament’s Lower House and is 
currently under debate in the sen- 
ate to break down the corporate 
structure of Argentine trade uni- 
ons. It proposes a system of direct 
elections and proportional rep- 
resentation of non-aligned “min- 
orities" at branch level. 

The corporatise structure has its 
roots in 1946 when General Juan 
Peron seized the opportunity off- 
ered to him by an increasingly res- 
tless industrialised working class 
to consolidate his hold on the 
state. Offering generous social 


benefits and a token participation 
in decision-making to a new gen- 
-eration of union leaders. Gen. 
Peron did away with the old Soc- 
ialist and Anarchist unions and 
replaced them with the CGT. 

Recently by CGT has split into 
factions but it has retained an all- 
iance between a fairly small but 
privileged group of union leaders 
and those in power — usually a 
section of the military. 

Following the 1976 coup, hun- 
dreds of, militant trade unionists 
were arrested, tortured, or joined 
_the ranks of the “disappeared”.. 
5 Bui mosrunion leaders were rei- 
nstated after a temporary stay in 
prison. 

The tacit alliance between 
union leaders and members of the 
former military government has 
proved both the strength and the 
weakness of the CGT. Mr. Alf- 
onsin has managed to expose both 
aspects to full advantage. 

During one of his more mem- 
orable election campaign Press 
conferences, he denounced the 
close links between the leader of 
the metal workers union. Mr. Lor- 
enzo Miguel, a hardline army off- 
icers with a strong influence on the 
Labour Ministry. 

Members of Mr. Aifonsin’s 
party subsequently made all- 
egations involving mis- 
appropriation of union funds and 
fraudulent control of many branch 
committees where Peronisf labour 
leaders and military officers sat 
side by side. 

Mr. Alfonsin pointed out that 
the alliance with the army had 
brought the CGT privileges den- 
ied to many others in the worst 
days of the repression. Parties 


were officially proscribed, but the 
unions were able to hang on the 
hotels and private clubs donated 
years ago by Gen. Peron. 

Bui the labour leaders had done 
little to protect their members 
from rising unemployment and- 
the dramatic fall in real wages 
provoked by the military’s tough 
economic policies. Mr. Alfonsin 
said. 

One of the main causes of Mr. 
Aifonsin’s victory was a sub- 
stantial swing away from the Per- 
onist candidates m the suburbs 
around Beunos Aires and other 
industrialised regions where the 
traditionally loyal working Class 
changed its voting stance. ' ’ 

Since the elections, the Peironist 
union leaders and their allies-- m 
Parliament have fought a spirited 
rearguard action. They have been 
particularly critical of one article 
of the new law which takes sup- 
ervision of the union elections out 
of the hands of current branch 
leaders. Instead it suggests that 
the posts on the branch com- 
mittees should be shared with 
government officials and that a 
civilian judge should oversee ele- 
ctions to prevent fraud. 

The Peronists have accused Mr. 
Alfonsin of using the law to split 
and ultimately destroy their mov- 
ement. “The law will subvert our 
movement to the whims Of the 
government,”' complained one 
trade union official. 

Mr. Alfonsin insists that far 
from destroying the labour mov- 
ement he is only interpreting the 
wishes of its members, who would 
like to see themselves better and 
more efficiently represented by 
less corrupt officials. 

The new civilian government 
needs the collaboration of the 
trade unions if it is to try to solve 


Harsh policies do not affect 
Dutch premier’s popularity 


By Peter Calvert 

Reuter 

THE HAGUE — Ruud Lubbers, 
■the 44-year-old prime minister of 
the Netherlands, has achieved a 
difficult double over the past 16 
months — pushing ahead with one 
of the harshest economic policies 
in the industrialised world while 
becoming the most popular of 
Dutch politicians. 

Since his centre-right coalition 
took power in November 1982, 
Mr. Lubbers has survived the most 
serious Dutch labour unrest for 
many years has survived the most 
serious Dutch labour unrest for 
many years to carry through a 
mammoth savings programme 
.which included three per cent 
wage cuts for public employees. 

At the same time, he has dev- 
eloped from a man who found dif- 
ficult in expressing himself clearly 
into an accomplished public per- 
former who can project both 
charm and wit. 

His popularity, shown clearly by 
opinion polls, is making per- 
sonality a feature of Dutch politics 
for possibly the first time, political 
commentators say, and is proving 
a major asset to his party, the Chr- 
istian Democrats (CDA). 

However, Mr. Lubbers is facing 
another major challenge, a dec- 
ision on whether to deploy cruise 
nuclear missiles on Dutch soil. 
And this issue could still cause his 


fall over the coming months, pol- 
iticians say. 

With his parry split on the missiles 
and unsure of a parliamentary 
majority on the question. Mr. 
Lubbers has to decide whether to 
accept cruise and ih us defy a pow- 
erful pacifist movement as well as 
deep public concern on nuclear 
weapons. 

Political sources say Mr. Lub- 
bers is personally in favour of 
honouring the Dutch commitment 
to NATO and on deployment. 

- His decision will probably be a 
.ca refill compromise involving 
both the siting of some missiles 
and changes in other Dutch nuc- 
lear tasks. Bur if this is wrongly 
judged, it will mean defeat in par- 
liament and Mr. Lubbers’ almost 
certain resignation, senior pol- 
iticians say. 

However, the toughness, det- 
ermination and clear-sightedness 
which Mr. Lubbers has showed in 
struggles last year over economic 
policy is likely also to help him 
overcome difficulties over cruise, 
most believe. Neither the CDA 
nor their coalition partners, the 
Liberals, appear to want to con- 
template the cabinet’s falL 

Mr. Lubbers’ qualities in pur- 
suing policies and keeping cabinet 
unity since taking office have gen- 
erally surprised commentators, 
who previously considered him a 
fine political tactician but som- 


Argentina's severe economic pro- 
blems. Its inflation rate is pre- 
sently 433 per cent and foreign 
debt stands at S39 billion. If some 
of its more unpopular economic 
.policies are to stick, the unions, 
must be on its side. 

Several unions have pre- 
empted parliamentary approval of 
the new labour law by staging then- 
own elections without gov- 
ernment supervision. 

Significantly, the Peronist lea- 
dership has been toppled in each 
election by younger men — either 
party dissidents opposed to the old 
bureaucracy or independents with 
dose ties to the Radical gov- 
ernment ' '• 

Among themost dramaticups- 
;ets was one poll in the steel town 
of Villa Consrraition, a traditional 
stronghold of the metal workers’ 
union. 

Mr. Alberto Pfccinini. a young 
independent militant recently rel- 
eased from prison who has been 
ostracised by the CGT leadership, 
managed to win 85 per cent of the 
vote in a branch election pre- 
viously dominated by Mr. MigueL 
Similar turnarounds are expected 
in other union elections once the 
bill is passed. 

Right-wing sectors of tbe pol- 
itical establishment and some 
members of Mr. Aifonsin’s own 
party privately admit their hope 
that the union movement will be 
destroyed and that future eco- 
nomic policies, however tough, 
will be much more easily applied 
by a system of divide and rule. 

But most of those In Mr. Aif- 
onsin’s government insist that the 
change is only another piece, alb- 
eit a very important one, in the 
complex jigsaw of democracy 
which is proving to be such a pai- 
nstaking task to put together — 
Financial Times news feature. 



Trudeau has started packing 


cone likely to prefer conciliation 
to action. 

He gained a reputation for shi- 
fting position according to cir- 
cumstances while holding key pol- 
itical jobs in the 1970s and early 
1980s. 

In 1973, at the age of only 34, 
Mr. -Lubbers was named eco- 
nomics minister in a centre-left 
coalition headed by the Labour 
Party. He had previously been an 
economist and businessman. 

Since becoming the youngest 
Dutch prime minister at 43, Mr. 
Lubbers has pursued key eco- 
nomic policies with unshakeable 
determination. Left-wing critics 
say this has damaged the tra- 
ditional consensus approach to 
politics. 

But his approach reflects his 
total conviction that heavy sav- 
ings are essential to reduce a rec- 
ord government deficit and pave 
the way for recovery, colleagues 
say. 

Whether by management or 
toughness. Mr. Lubbers has made 
his cabinet the most unified of rec- 
ent times, political commentators 
say. Not the least of his ach- 
ievements was his initial choice of 
ministers, which manly put eff- 
ectively performers in key posts. 

Though always businesslike, 
Mr. Lubbers has shown flexibility 
and restraint when the occasion 1 
has demanded. 


By Charles Campbell 

Asso c iat ed Press 

OTTAWA — Canadian Prime 
Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau, 
who has announced his plans to 
step down, kept Canada in the 
world spotlight for more than 15 
years. 

“Prime Minister Pierre Tru- 
deau will always be recalled by all 
of us as one of those remarkable 
personalities who brought C a n a da 
into the centre of world affairs,” 
former West German Chancellor 
Willy Brandt told the Toronto 
Star after Mr. Trudeau announced 
his resignation plans Wednesday. 

“His important contribution for 
us in Europe has been to bring his 
country closer to us by clearly 
demonstrating that North Ame- 
rica has a dimension which goes 
beyond the U.S.” Mr. Brandt 
said. 

Back home, Mr. Trudeaus fel- 
low Canadians often had con- 
tradictory feelings about his for- 
eign involvement — proud that he 
was widely respected, but inclined 
to wish he would devote more att- 
ention to problems at home. 

“On the international scene, 
Mr. Trudeau’s intellect and (fla- 
shy style) lifted him above the 
pack, but his accomplishments 
were less impressive than his. 
style,” the Toronto Globe and 
Mafl commented. “There never 
seemed enough commitment to 
any course of action.” 


Mr. Trudeau became prime 
minister in April 1968, succeeding 
Lester B. Pearson, who had won a 
Nobel Peace Prize far his role in' 
resolving the Suez crisis in 2956. 

In his early years, Mr. Trudeau 
retreated some from Canada’s 
international involvement, dis- 
daining Mr. Pearson’s' idea of tbe 
country as an “honest broker for 
peace between more established 
powers.” 

Under Mr. Trudeau. Canada 
reduced rts commitment to NATO 
forces in Europe and — in the eyes 
of its critics— let its armed forces 
slip. 

Mr. Trudeau contributed, at 
times, to strains in U.S.-Canada 
ties with his national energy pro- 
gramme, which favoured 
Canadian-owned oil companies 
over multinationals, and the For- 
eign Investment Review Agency, 
which had the power to forbid for- 
eign takeovers of Canadian firms. 

There were also occasional tro- 
uble with France over the statusof 
Quebec, where a separatist gov- 
ernment tried to advance its goals 
by conducting what amounted to 
its own foreign policy. 

Relations improved, however, 
after president Francois Mit- 
terrand took over from VgJery 
Giscard tfEstaing. 

Mr. Trudeau was re-elected in 
1972 — though by an extremely 
narrow margin — then woo a big- 
ger victory in 1974. He was def- 
■ eated in May 1979 by the Pro- 
gressive Conservatives under Joe 


park and appeared to be on his 
way out of public life. 

But in November 1979 — less 
than a month after Mr. Trudeau 
had announced his retirement — 
Mr. Clark’s government une- 
xpectedly fell on a vote of con- 
fidence. Mr.' Trudeau was per- 
suaded to lead the Liberal Party 
one last time and was returned to 
power. 

Mr. Trudeau was perhaps as 
well as known for the company be 
kepi as for his diplomatic ini- 
tiatives. 

In his early years in power he 
was one of the world's most eli- 
gible bachelors, seen often at New 
York discotheques and e ls ewhere 
with beautiful women on his arm. 

He was married secretly in 1971 . 
to 22-year-old Margaret Sinclair. 
He was 51 and the difference m 
their ages scandalised the coontiy. 

They had three sons, bat in the 
middle 1970s the strain in their 
marriage became embarassin^y 
public. Margaret partied with the 
Roiling Stones rock group in a. 
Toronto hotel. toM her secrets is 
an interview with People mag- 
azine, and eventually wrote two 
revealing autobiographical books. 

Tbe Trudeaus vrere separated in 
1977. Margaret now fives just 
down the street from the pnnte 
minister's residence and tees the 
three boys — ages 12. 10 and 8— 
almost every day. and works as 
host of a televiaon talk show cal- 
led “Margaret.” She fited for dev- 
otee last falL 








JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY MARCH 6, 1984 5 



SINCE SHE took office in January, the information minister, Mrs. 
Lada Sharafhas had a number ofjneetttngs with different groups of 
Jordanian journalists to exchangc views with' them on how best the 
government and heal newspapers can co-operate in serving society 
and die dozen. She met separate ly with editors, columnists, chief 
sub-editors and last, but not least, reporters. In their. meeting with Mrs. 
Shorn/, the reporters reported that they expressed to the minister their 
anxiety about the mdccessib Uixy of Jordanian officials to comment on 
events and news reaching diem or their newspapers. This ina - 
ccasibilay, the reporters quoted themselves as saying, hindered, hon- 
est and accurate reporting and something would have to be done about 
it. M ns. Sharaflistened attentotively to the complaints, and promised to 
look into them and lake dtcappropriate measures to help the jou- 
rnalists do their job. She also announced that official spokesman 
would be appointed in various ministries to reply to all inquiries and 
questions that the press may have. One “ senior " reporter, who says he 
‘ co-existed” with several information ministers during his long pro- 
fessional career, was so impressed by the open atmosphere of die 
meeting that he later remarked : rnqanf jylinv thnt wf woe 

n-n. to an information mfnbtw?’ 


WHILE ON the subject of reporters and the media, some local and 
foreign journalists who covered PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat’s talks 
in Amman last week must have learnt a lot from their past experience in 
following his movements and those of his team. During visas the PLO 
chairman made here be fere last April, tens of journalists had to wait 
for him for long hours on the pavements outside the Guest Palace, 
where he usually stayed, until such time when a PLO spokesman 
emerged from the inside to brief them on what was happening. Not this 
time, however. The journalists only occasionally dropped by the Guest 
Palace, to watch out for Palestinian movements, but did in fact rely 
more heavily on phoning their “sources”. Not that they got much 
news either,' but at least the experienced journalists saved themselves 
some of the ‘‘ waiting- in-the -cold" trouble that was likely. 


CANDIDATES FOR the eight vacant seats in the Lower House of 
Parliament are free to campaign the way they like for die upcoming 
by-elections an March 12, but not through holding public rallies to 
press their points and give their fiery speeches. So, campaigning is 
really limited to erecting banners in the streets, advertising in local 
newspapers and to meeting people in social gatherings. Nothing wrong 
with that, except that people complained lately that some candidates 
surface sometimes on the wrong occasions -tnouniingis.*‘Ii is fine if a 
candidate shows up at your doorstep to offer his congratulations on a 
wedding day or a happy occasion that the family might have at the 
tune,” commented a seasoned Ammani. '‘But surely it is not right for 
him to lobby feryour vote when one of your relatives has just died”, he 
said. " Perhaps the government should reconsider its position on hol- 
ding pubBc rallies during election campaigns, if that truly is the case,” 
said one official who did not warn to be named. 


CONTROVERSY OVER whether two policemen had been hanged 
for raping a 14-year-old girl outside Amman recently still awaits a 
satisfying answer. Hundreds of Amman residents, responding to rum- 
ours that the execution was actually being carried out, crowded at Al 
Husseins Grand Mosque vkinity down town to watch the hanging 
throughout Friday before they finally dispersed. Officials contacted by 
the Jordan Times ruled out that any hanging had taken place, but 
rumours linger that either the execution has actually been carried out 
or that it might take place any day. 


Several states are trying to decide 
who owns what in the Antarctic 


Talks on the Antarctic are not so ice-cold as some international neg- 
otiations. Robert Graham reports. 


The day Port Stanley fd3 during 
the Falklands War, rep- 
resentatives from Argentina and 
Britain were sitting down at the 
same table in Wellington, New 
Zealand, discussing the fate of 
Antarctica. Since then, despite the 
absence of diplomatic relations, 
they have continued to meet along 
with the other signatories to the 
Antarctic Treaty. The future of 
this vast and inhospitable con- 
tinent that covers one-seventh of 
the world’s land mass has proved 
one of the rare international issues 
to transcend political differences. 

This remarkable spirit of co- 
operation is now being put to the 
test over moves to establish. a tre- 
aty governing exploitation of the 
Antarctic's mineral resources. 
The Antarctic Treaty, which came 
into force in 1 961. studiously avo- 
ided any mention of minerals exp- 
loitation. The issue was so sen- 
sitive that it was not raised in for- 
mal discussion until 1981. 

However, the 16 “consultative 
parties’ - are under growing pre- 
ssure to tackle the issue. 

Advances in technology and the 
world’s hunger for raw materials 
have increased the focus of att- 
ention on this untapped continent. 

The original signatories to the 
Antarctic Treaty were Argentina, 
Australia; Belgium, Chile, France, 
Japan, New Zeland. Norway, 
South Africa, the Soviet Union, 
the U.K. and the U.S. Con- 
sultative Party status is available 
to all who accede and demonstrate 
interest in conducting substantial 


scientific research there. This has 
been achieved by Poland (1979), 
West Germany (1 981 ), Brazil and 
India (1983). Those who have 
only acceded are Bulgaria, China, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, East 
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Net- 
herlands, Papua New Guinea, 
Peru, Romania, Spain and Uru- 
guay. 

Captain Cook; when he saw the 
daunting icebergs and bleak sno- 
wscape 200 years ago, doubted 
whether man would ever find a use 
for it But in 1973 a report for the 
U.S. National Science Foundation 
assessed Recoverable oQ reserves 
in the Ross, Weddell and Bel- 
linghaosen Seas at IS billion bar- 
rels. In 1976 a U.S. government 
report for the Antarctic Treaty 
nations talked of potentially rec- 
overable crude reserves of “tens 
of billions of barrels” offshore in 
the Antarctic continental shelf. 
Public statements by officials con- 
nected with the Treaty are more 
cautious, because nothing is pro- 
ven. 

Development of any hyd- 
rocarbons find, at present the 
most promising resource, poses 
formidable problems of tec- 
hnology and cost. How does one 
deal for instance with icebergs 
which threaten surface rigs and 
can scour the seabed to depths of 
200 metres and more? The costs 
of developing any find are rec- 
koned to be at least double those 
of BPs Pnidhoe Bay project in 
Alaska and this excludes the eno- 
rmously greater cost of tra- 


nsportation, according to the ins- 
titute of Polar Studies at Ohio 
University. 

However, such daunting pro- 
blems do not diminish the need to 
establish a framework for min- 
erals development. 

“It is essential that we get a reg- 
ime in place before somene dis- 
covers something; because once a 
discovery is made positions will 
harden inevitably," commented 
one European diplomat involved 
in the negotiations. 

While the fear of a major min- 
erals discovery is the prime sti- 
mulus to establish a treaty, there is 
another less publicised motive. 
Sigan tones of the Antarctic Tre- 
aty like the U.S. and the U.K. 
want to keep the matter out of the 
hands of the United Nations. They 
regard the U.N. as too unwieldy 
and too much a prey to emotive 
arguments on the lines of greedy 
industrialised nations seeking to 
pillage mankind's heritage. 

The fundamental stumbling 
block in establishing a treaty sur- 
rounds the controversial question 
of ownership of the lan dm ass and 
its surrounding seas. The Ant- 
arctic shoreline covers three times 
that of the U.S. and is claimed by. 
seven states, in addition to a good 
chunk which is totally unclaimed. 
The claimants — Argentina, Aus- 
tralia, Chile, France, New Zea- 
land, Norway and the U.K. — rely 
on a mix of historic discovery, col- 
onial links and contiguity. 

AH but a small proportion of the 
area claimed by Britain is also cla- 
imed either by Argentina or Chile. 
The claims of Argentina and Chile 
also overlap. When the Treaty 


came into force, Britain detached 
the area south of 60 degrees from 
the Falkland dependencies to 
form the British Antarctic Ter- 
ritory (BAT) that includes the 
South Orkney and South Shetland 
Island. British diplomats maintain 
this was done for admini- 
strative convenience but the 
Argentines saw — and still see — 
the move as designed to insulate 
the Antarctic from any future acc- 
ommodation over the Falklands. 

These claims were frozen by the 
treaty, which runs initially until 
1 991. No claims are recognised by 
the other nine Consultative Par- 
ties, including the U.S. and the 
Soviet Union. The seven claimant 
states are not hanging on to these 
territories for the good of man- 
kind. 

In part, the claims are pre- 
ventive: to stop others possessing 
them. More importantly, they 
exist because one day the territoiy 
might be useful. Former Arg- 
entine President Isabel Peron 
once went so far as to hold a cab- 
inet meeting in Antarctic territory 
claimed by Argentina. 

The measure of interest in the 
continent can be gauged from the 
presence of 43 stations of which 
35 are permanently staffed. (Arg- 
entina has the largest number with 
nine). Next year India, a new- 
comer to the Antarctic, is due to 
establish its first staffed station. 

Total expenditure by the 16 tre- 
aty signatories is hard to gauge. 
The U.S. last year spent $RO mil- 
lion of which more than two-thirds 
was taken up by logistic support. 
The British Antarctic Survey 
spent £10 million (SI 4. 4- million). 
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Often, as in the case with Arg- 
entina and Chile, operations are 
funded from undisclosed military 
budgets. But on conservative est- 
imates. a minimum of 3200 mil- 
lion is being spent annually on sci- 
entific research and logistic sup- 
port. 

Scientific co-operation has been 
unprecedented and much research 
has been of international benefit, 
especially regarding climatology. 
But recent offshore geophysical 
research, in particular by the 
Germans, Japanese, Norwegians 
and New Zealanders, has had a 
more commercial long-term basis. 

The differences over sov- 
ereignty are so profound that they 
risk dogging any progress on a 
minerals treaty. Cynics argue that 
the success of the Antarctic Treaty 


in demilitarising the region and' 
accepting ground rules for pre- 
servation of the flora and fauna 
has been due to the absence of 
superpower strategic interests, 
coupled with the region’s rem- 
oteness. 

No such provisions govern the 
strategic Arctic peninsula. In 
other words, the absence of nat- 
ional self-interest has been a pre- 
condition for co-operation. 

Diplomats negotiating rhe tre- * 
aty believe that it will be possible 
only if claimant states accept a lim- 
ited or “frozen" sovereignty. This 
means navigating a minefield of 
national self-interest. “We are 
inching forward.” one negotiator 
commented after a ten-day ses- ■ T 
sion in Washington. — Financial 5 
Times news feature. 


Future mining might threaten Antarctic peace 


By Arik Bachar 

Reuter 

LONDON — Frozen Antarctica, 
the most tranquil continent, looks 
set to become a subject for hot 
debate as countries dream of a 
minerals bonanza under its thick . 
ice. 

The remote continent is coming 
under international scrutiny, with 
controversy looming, as members 
of the 1959 Antarctic treaty dis- 
cuss prospects of tapping und- 
iscovered riches. 

Officials of the 16 treaty mem- 
bers, including the United States 
and the Soviet Union, met in 
Washington last month to seek a 
ipining.rejgroej8mid .agns of gro- 
wing disquiet among developing 
! countries which feaii that a handful 
of nations are out to carve up the 
last unexploited continent. 

But supporters of the treaty and 
efforts to hammer out raining 
rules dismiss Third World com- 
plaints. 

“AH we want to make sure that 
Antarctica, a symbol of int- 
ernational co-operation^ remains 


that way even if large quantities of 
natural resources, are found 
there,” said a British diplomatic 
source in close touch with the neg- 
otiations. 

He said that most experts agr- 
eed commercial mining in Ant- 
arctica would not be feasible bef- 
ore well into the 21st century, but 
the treaty members wanted to 
have a regime in place” before it is 
too late.” 

Third World complaints about 
the secretive nature of treaty del- 
iberations were summed up by a 
delegate from Antigua and Bar- 
buda who spoke of handful of 
.countries .making- decisions that 
"affect the rest of the world. 

. Treaty" members reluctantly 
agreed to the resolution, sensing 
that a major international debate 
on the future of the continent was 
ineveitable as talk of mining inc- 
reased. • 

The facts and figures about 
Antarctic are daunting. It lies 
under an ice sheet measuring 1 3.5 
million square kilometres with an 
average thickness of two kil- 


ometres. 

The ice pack contains 9U per 
cent of the earth’s permanent ice, 
■covering nine per cent of the 
globe’s land mass. 

It only human population is a 
fluctuating body of up to 2,UUG 
research scientists from treaty 
countries. 

Equally daunting for the rea- 
listic expert is the thought of ext- 
racting minerals, even though 
nobody knows for certain what is 
buried in the continent. 

Delegates at the U.N. debate 
noted estimated by experts in var- 
ious countries that there could be 
up to 45 billion barrels of oil and 
3,300 billion cubic metres of gas 
on the Antarctic continental shelf. 

Drilling through the;^ thick ice 
pack is-no simple matter either as 
the gigantic sheet slides towards 
the sea at the pace of one metre a 
day. 

“As soon as you get through the 
ice and start drilling the soil und- 
erneath, the strongest drill ava- 
ilable today will simply break like 
a match,” one London-based exp- 


ert said. 

Any country can become an act- 
ive partner by signing the treaty 
and conducting significant res- 
earch in the harsh Antarctic con- 
ditions. 

Members maintain that bri- 
nging Antarctica under broader 
international control, by a body 
such as the U.N., would introduce 
uncertainty. 

Western analysts say the debate 
over the future of the area is exp- 
ected to intensify against a bac- 
kground of international discord 
over the U.N.'s 1982 Law of the 
Sea Treaty. 

lire Reagan administration has 
led opposition to the sea con- 
vention, worked out in years of 
'arduous negotiations, saying it will 
restrict exploitation of minerals on 
the deep seabed. 

Third World countries are likely 
to push hard for a piece of the 
Antarctic cake and to have the 
continent declared “a common 
heritage of mankind,” the same 
status which the Law of the Sea 
Treaty gave the ocean floor. 


Forest area covers 
half of Sweden 


STOCKHOLM — OF Sweden’s 
total area of 45U.D0O square kil- 
ometres, 53 per cent consists of 
forests, 16 per cent of mountains, 
1 1 per cent of bogs, nine per cent 
of water, eight per cent of agr- 
icultural land and three per cent of 
built-up areas, according to a rec- 
ent survey of land use published 
by Statistics Sweden. 

The heavy migration to urban 
areas that took place in the 1960s 
has now ceased and population 
growth in these areas is now only 
one-fifth of what it was then, the 
survey says. At the same time, 
however, the acreage "of pop- 
ulation centres has continued to 
grow at an undiminished pace. 
This is due to the fact that the bui- 
lding of one-family houses rem- 
ained high throughout the 1970s, 
while the construction of occupant 
of a one-family house takes up as 
much space as eight occupants in 
multi -family houses, the total area 
of population centres grew by 


44,000 hectares between 1975 
and 1980, fully 1U.000 hectares of 
which was at the expense of agr- 
icultural land. 

In the post-war period, agr- 
icultural land in Sweden has dec- 
lined by close on 20 per cent. foP 
lowing the closure of farms and 
afforestation, the expansion of 
population centres, etc. The red- 
uction is of about the same scope 
as the reclamation of land for cul- 
tivation during the latter half of 
the 1 8U0s and the early part of this 
century, which means that the 
total area of agricultural land in 
Sweden today is about the same as 
it was 100 years ago — thrtfe mil- 
lion hectares. Over this period, 
Sweden's population has nearly 
doubled to 8 3 million people, but 
increased yield in fanning has 
made Sweden largely self- 
sufficient in agricultural products, 
even with surpluses in some sec- 
tors, the survey says. 
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The Regency Palace Hotel 


% 


TASTE OF ASIA 
Every Sunday Night 
At 

AL MADAFA RESTAURANT 
“FAR EAST SPECIALITIES” 

Daily Business Luncheon Buffet 

Watch Out Our Grand Opening At 
ALALI Night Club 





* Panoramic 
view 

* Relaxing 
atmosphere 
to the music 
of Boudi and* 
westor. 



r- 



OASIS 

LOUNGE 


PASS A COUPLE OF 
CAREFREE HOURS* 
LISTENING TO LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
G P.M. - lb P.M. 




Regina's # 

amman's leading 
discotheque 
open every night 
from 9 pjru 
a meeting place for 
the dressed people 




Do Not Leave 

AMMAN Without 
HavingEaten at 


Tel. 660000/15 J 

- 


Tuesday 

To advertise in 

Champagne Soiree 

this section 

Delicious champagne 
punch is served all night at 
theAl Rababa Night Club, 


onfy 2. 000 JD per glass 
plus. .. use’ti collect business 



cards twice during the 

■h ■ f | 

evening and hold two draws 
for a free bottle of 


champagne - Sante. 1 

i 


! Phone 666320 
• 


for reservations 

*>*662831 

Shmeisani 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman! 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open dally 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


SHAKHSHIR 


Executive Jet Charter 
and 

Air Ambulance Flights 
Middle East and Europe 
| For details and reservations I 

Call Tai: 81BB4. B44B4. 93488 (24 hn) 
Tlx: 21608 VWNOS JO 


R ient A Cat” 



Mid dle East Hotel 
AMMAN, JORDAN. 


AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and 
take away 

For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2.500 
Fully airconditioned 

Amman 


Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 
Wadi Saqra Road 
Near Holiday' Inn Hotel 


Aqaba ' 

Tel. 4633 P.O. Box 598 
Amman Road 
Near the Main Circle 


SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM- 


☆ Living rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

☆ Bedroom sets 

☆ WSall units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆ClubB for children 
☆Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 



. The youthful 
style with an 
eye to the futu.-v 



Excellent FRENCH 
Cufsfne ft Service 




J 


THE RANCH 

BEST STEAK HOUSE 
IN AMMAN 
TRY THE THICK JUICY 
AMEBIGANSnUHNS 


**** 


A 

The place for 
the Gourmet 

Delicious Cuisine. 
Fresh fish 
Lebanese Mezz as 
Excellent Service 

Tel: 842171 
842172 




To advertise in 
this section 



Chinese 

Restaurant 

TAIWAN 

TOURISWO 

3rd Circle. Jabal Amman 
Opp. Akilah Hospital 
Try our specialities 
Peking Duck 
and Flaming Pot 
Traditional Chinese dishes- 
Open daily 
1190 > -fc30 pjn. 

6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Tet 41093 . 


B 

I 
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CHINA 
RESTAURANT! 

ABOVE HOMAM 
( SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
- restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 1 1.30 - 3:30 - and 6:30 
1LOO 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 



I 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Aflenfs all over the world 

| Tel: 664090 Tlx: 2220S BESMCO jo| 
CbM»: NuMfeihoo. 

P.O. Bo* 926487 

AMMAN JORDAN 


i 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 
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Crucial victory for Egypt 
in African Nations Cup 


Navratilova continues mastery 
over arch rival Evert Lloyd 


ABIDJAN (R) — A stinging, low, 75th minute free mi 

kick from midfielder Taher Abou Zeid gave Egypt a . - . 

crucial 1-0 win over Cameroun Sunday in their ope- 
ning Group ‘A’ match in the African Nations Cup 
finals. 


The classy Cameroun side had 
looked the more likely side to 
break the stalemate in a cautious 
match between the two strongest 
sides in the group, with some cle- 
ver short passing around the edge 
of the penalty box always dan- 
gerous. 

But in the end they paid for 
their failure to convert what few 
chances came their way when def- 
ender Rene Ndjeya needlessly 
brought down Gharib Shawki 
about 30 metres (.yards) out. 

Zeid stepped up to bend a fierce 
low drive round the wall and 
under the body of diving Cara- 
eroun goalkeeper Thomas Nkpno, 
whose late dive suggested he was 
unsighted. 

It was only the second time in 
the match that Nkono. who joined 
Espagnol of Barcelona of the Spa- 
nish first division after the 1982 
World Cup, had been troubled 

seriously. . t 

The first time came in the o /tn 
minute when Magdi Abdulghani. 
with a sprawling dive, got his head 
to a low corner that Nkono was 
happy to keep out of the net with 
his foot. 

But in the end the Cam- 
erounians had only themselves to 
blame after creating several ope- 
nings that were wasted. 

The crowd gradually moved on 
to the Egyptian side as the Cam- 
eroun players slowed the pace, 
often walking the ball around as 
they played possession fooLbali. 
The tactic may have displeased 


the crowd, but it always looked as 
though it would prove effective as 
the west African side suddenly 
accelerated into the box with some 
one-touch passing that the Egy- 
ptians had to scramble to sup- 
press. 

The most effective Cameroun 
player was Lottin Ebongue, but he 
was also the player who will have 
to take the most blame for this 
defeat, having created three good 
chances and wasted them. 

Ebongue always looked dan- 
gerous when he decided to run at 
the Egyptian defence and twice in 
the first half he went clear only to 
be a pace too slow for the shot and 
gave Thabet El Battal in the Egy- 


His worst miss came five min- 
utes after the Egyptian goal when 
the best pass of the evening left 
■ him nothing to do but beat El Bat- 
tal but Ebongue opted for power 
rather than guile and his shot thu- 
ndered over the bar. 

The Egyptians often threatened 
in midfield as their fast breaking 
attacks caused consternation 
among the Camerounians, but 
they always seemed to lack a cool 
head to make the final pass. 

They might, however, easily 
have won by two goals if the hands 
of Roger Mill a, the Cameroun star 
who plays in France with Bastia,- 
had not got in the way. 

Zeid lobbed a free kick from 
just outside the penalty area over 
the Cameroun wall in the 37th 
minute as Gharib sprinted around 
it with only Nkono to beat, but 
Mflla pulled the ball down with his 
hands and got booked for it. 


NEW YORK (R) — Martina 
Navratilova continued her mas- 
tery over arch rival Chris Evert 

"“i 6 7 ite ‘ssooooo r^ori^eTNavratflovato 30-277 

ihr^r - ^ - •ss-s s 

here bunaay. Navratilova's growing superiority 

World number one Navratilova ^ t | ie | r juds. 
beat Lloyd for the ninth co li- 


ved against her,” said Navratilova . Navratil^'aioseto theocc^n 
aftCT the one hour 5 2 minutes final m the nmth game when f JLSIL 
at Madison Square Garden, which 

narrowed Lloyd’s career winning and finally held in a 16- point 


secutive time and 12th in their last 
13 meetings to land the biggest 
purse in the history of women’s 
tennis — 5125,000. 

Lloyd received 360,000 in the 

first best-of- five-sets women’s 
match in 82 years. 

Navratilova lifted her career 
earnings to 56,755,589, and in 
addition to her winner’s cheque . last 12 games, 
she received 5170,000 for fin- - M — 
ishing top of the circuit for the past 
year and $22,500 for capturing 
the doubles title with Pam Shriver 
on Saturday. 

“ It was the most physically gru- 
elling match that I have ever pla- 


“ Whenever I had Martina aga- 
inst the .wall, she would produce 
great shots under pressure.” said 
Lloyd. “The way I played today I 
think 1 could have killed most any 
other player." 

Navratilova, who did not lose a 
set in four matches, fought back 
from a break down in the second 
set and went on to win 10 of the 


Navratilova, playing at her 
peak, broke back in the key eighth 
game of the second set to draw 
level 4-4. 

Lloyd fought off four break 
points before twice committing 
uncharacteristic unforced errors. 


game. 

The 56-minute second set was 
decided three games later when 
Lloyd served at 5-6 in the hope of 
forcing a tie-breaker. On second 
break point, Navratilova soared 
high to clnb an overhead off a 
weak lob for a 2-0 lead, and was 
clearly in charge. 

Navratilova ran up a 4-0 lead in 
the final set before being broken 
in the fifth game on a double fault. 
Lloyd lost serve in the sixth on a_ 
double fault and three errors, and' 
Navratilova wrapped it up in the 
seventh with two volley winners. 

“Chris really pushed me and I 
was happy that 1 never got down 
on myself when 1 lost a point,” 
said Navratilova, who has won 
nine indoor matches in a row aga- 
inst Lloyd. 


Veteran baseball stars 
voted into Hall of Fame 


French pole vaulter, Czechoslovaks 
provide highli ghts of indoor athletics 

^ a - a, hie thn>« : 


TAMPA. Florida (R) — Former 
Dodger shortstop Pee Wee 
Reese and catcher Rick Ferre IL 
who played for three American 
League teams, were Monday 
voted into the baseball Hall of 
Fame by the committee on ve>» 
erans. 

Reese and Ferrell failed to gain 
election to the Hall of Fame by the 
Baseball Writers Association of 


Reese, the captain of the cel- 
ebrated Dodgers’ “Boys of Sum- 
mer” in the 1940s and 1950s, was 
elected during his first year of eli- 
gibility by the veterans committee. 
•Reese, who played for the Dod- 
gers in both Brooklyn and Los 
Angeles from 1 940 through 1958, 
had a .268 lifetime batting average 
and was regarded as one' of the 
game’s bdsf befensive shortstops. 


America in the 15 years they were _ „ 

eligible. But after a five-year wai- He played m seven World Ser- 
tini period, they qualified forcon- ies and led National League sho- 
sideration by the 18-member vet- rtstops in a number of defensive 
erans committee. categories seven times. 


'GOTHENBURG. Sweden (R) — 
A world best mark by French pole 
vaulter Thierry Vigneron and rut- 
hlessly efficient performances by 
['Czechoslovaks Jarmila Kra- 
tchovilova and Tatiana Koc- 
embova were the high points of 
the European Indoor Athletics 
Championships which ended here 
Sunday. 

Vigneron responded to . the 
close rivalry of compatriot Pierre 
Quinon in spectacular fashion, 
vaulting 5.85 metres to smash Sov- 
iet Sergei Bubka' s indoor best and 
his own outdoor world record 


FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

Each- include telephone, central heating, three bedrooms, 
two verandas and garden. 

Location: Jabal Luweibdeh. behind Select Hotel. 

Telephone 218S1 


CONCORD 


AL SALAM CINEMA 

Tel: 677420 opposite Ministry of Industry and 
Trade * 

proudly presents the strongest among world movie 
pictures: 

VICTOR VICTORIA 

in colour 

-~v f 



starring: Julie Andrews and James Garner 
performances: 3:30 - 6 - 8:30 p.m. 

On Thursday and Saturday, special performance at 
10:30 p.m. 

The cinema is fitted with modem audio visual 
equipment and sound effects. 

Dolby stereo (Panoramic and scope screen) 
Car park- 


PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT 

A local commercial company is seeking ° f ® 

QUALIFIED SECRETARY to work on a part-time basis. Hours 
. are flexible and work can be done in your home. 

Good English-writing and typing is a must. 

Please call Mr. JOUNDI for appointment 
Tel: 674351 - 674352 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

814270 after 7 p.m. 


which had both stood at 5.83 

The 23 -year-old Frenchman’s 
performance added extra lustre to 
a fascinating northern hemisphere 
indoor season which has seen 
Bubka break his world indoor best 
three times in a month. 

For their part, Kratochvilova 
and Kocembova provided proof, if 
any were needed, of the enduring 
strength of athletics in Cze- 
choslovakia. 

Czechoslovakia topped the 
medals table with six golds, fol- 
lowed by the Soviet Union and 
West Germany with four each in a 
competition weakened by the abs- 
ence of many of Europe’s top ath- 
letes. 

The pole vault was easily the 
most gripping event of the two 
days of competition as Vigneron 
and Quinon tussled for the gold 
medal. Quinon cleared the bar at 
his first attempt at 5.75 and Vig- 
neron, after failing at his first att- 
empt, vaulted 5.80. 

Then, to the applause of the 
crowd and his fellow athletes who 


Quinon failed at his three att- 
empts at5.90 and Vigneron finally 
gave H away after two tries at six 
metres. 

Kratchovilova, her sights. cle- 
arly set on the Los Angeles Oly- 
mpic Games, powered through 
.the 200 metres to win her fourth 
European indoor gold. 

Kocembova looked just as con- 
vincing in the 400 metres and the 
Czechoslovak’s performances 
served only to emphasise the dif- 
ference between top-class athletes 
and the hard-working but ess- 
entially ordinary opposition they 
faced here. - 

In stark comparison to last 
•year’s championships when four 
world bests were recorded, Vig- 
neron' s vault was the only world 
mark to fall, 

There was joy for Cze- 
choslovakia’ s indomitable shot 
putter Helena Fibingerova who 
won her eighth gold medal, a Eur- 
opean indoor record, and Janis 
Bojars of the Soviet Union who 
would have been well pleased with 


‘Oweidat calls on clubs 
to be more active 

AMMAN (J.T.) - Sports does t ^.-S^ < ¥ ^ whe l ra iDgni^orityrf 
not mean financi a l profits at an. « , . ^ m* meet except ' 

is based on human factors, health - havc elections. The- 

and enjoyment, spending leisure ___ , WOfl( | er w hy do they ask us 
time, loyalty, competition is req- the miflfewr ■ 

uired but victory is not the only To PPJJJ Dr.'Qweida 

aim. Minister of Yonlh andCul- 

ture Abdullah ‘Oweidat said. follow-up on the 

Dr. ‘Oweidat was spedtmg at a wo* oa 

meeting with youth clubs m Mad- an end to the dormant 

aba Sunday evening. He added dubs shouldnot 

that the date interest m sports OT u* community. ■ 

only upsets him and be enquired ^ then said: ” We are 

about the possibility of bringing ™ ^ find |he fighl way now. 
back the popular games ™hxh t0 up a com- 

werc known in the vdlage. 1 Or. h ^ v jj\ J i M | ft*, what we vis- - 

‘Oweidai called on all clubs to Pg^jS.ihsio be and howto 

circulate such a plan to the various 
parts of Jordan." 

“The makings of a person are 
not easy." Dr. ;0»eid« mtd. 

. “therefore all ministries snouw 

- * v ss, saying that he win _ serve the citizens 

not interfere m personal pleaaire for whom the rain- 

re, ects and will reject “ d ries y were originally est- 
ablished." The minister went on to 
say that the cultural, youth and 
sports work is divided amongst a 
number of the government s ins- 
titutions. thus co-ordination bet- 
ween them is a must- 

Dr ‘Oweidat was accompanied 
cm his tour of Madaba by a num- 
ber of department and division 
directors at the Ministry of Cul- 
ture, Youth and Antiquities. 


ta lfo the initiative to bring back to 
life such popular games. 

The minister then spoke about 
special clubs for certain games 
which are played by say ten people 
or perhaps less, saying that he will 


and that he rejects and will reject 
any idea for establishing any fed- 
eration or society for such small 
groups of people, since fed- 
erations, said Dr. ‘Oweidat. are 
designed to serve large sectors of 
tlx; population. 

“The reports I have before me," 
said Dr. ‘Oweidat, “about act- 
ivities of the clubs and centres in 
Madaba say that they have no act- 
ivities which deserve mentioning, 
a fact which surprised me,” added 

Minister praises gymnasts 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The gymnastic 

Spring Festival at the Sports City won the admiration afall spectators 
and indicated that the future of the game in Jordan is pmVj 
Minister of Cufture and Youth Dr. AhduOah ‘Oweidat. who attended 
the festival, said. The minister added that he would arrange for 
contracting with trainers from Roma n ia to supervise the nationa l 
gymnastic feanm, according to Shawqi A1 Abdufla, Secretary- 

General of the Jordanian Gynmastkd Federation. 

Mr. AbdnUat added that the necessary contacts foe hnngingsucb 
trainers to Jordan will be made in order to ertabBsh a solid basb for 
gymnastics and to upgrade its st and a r d. 

Coctzee world .title fight is off 

NFW YORK (Rl — World Box- Kushner said he was trying to 
I rSn (WBA) hea- discourage H^ ftom^ 
' wweieht champion Gerrie Coe- ahead with bis April 6 Fl 8 ht 3 g?^ 
SS ^fSoS^Afrka has called off former WBA champion John 

his title defence against Alfredo Tate. 


crowd ana ms reuow auueic* w..u ^ ■ Wch 

had stopped competition to watch a put of 2() .84 mett« wruen ga 
the Hvigneron dewed 5.85. h™ his ««>■“* consecuoveimle. 


for sale 

(1) German furniture consisting of: 

• One bedroom 

* One sitting room 

(2) Mercedes 230 model 1980, duty unpaid. 

Please contact Tel. 672995 - Amman 


FOR SALE 

BMW 320 1979-metalic silver, 82,000 km, customs 
unpaid, first owner German. 

Please call Tel: 44159 from 9-11 e.m715-17 p.m. 


pi-N LILAC* UMVIMrV * •&*“** "* “ 

Evangelista of Spain scheduled for 
May 5 in Johannesburg. 

Cedric Kushner. Coetzee’s 
manager, told - Reuters Monday 
the fight had been cancelled so as 
not to jeopardise Coetzee’s bout 
with International Boxing Fed- 
eration (IBF) champion Larry 
Holmes due to be held in the mid- 
dle of the year. 

“There? s an element of risk in 
.any fight, and a double dement of 
risk when an injury-prone Fighter 
like Gerrie is ■involved," Kushner 
said in alluding to 15 operations 
IjCoetzee has undergone on his 
tight hand. 


TIME 


HART MAKES IT A RACE (U.S. presidential primaries 

REPORT FROM THE GULF (Behind Iran's threats) 
REPORT FROM INSIDE IRAN (Firing squads and jails 

for enemies of the regime) . 

HANDS ACROSS THE WALL (Rapprochement bet- 
ween the German ies) 



- .L|>lll aSia 

Grater ten Gatrathi ti. 


Requires 
CIVIL ENGINEER 

with approx-, two years experience in building 
projects. 

Interested parties should apply in person at 
the company offices: 

Tie* A! All, Arab College Road, tel: 669774/ 
668726 



. 

“I don’t discount John Tate like 
a lot of people," said Kushner. a 
South African who is based in 
New Yoric.“Igive him a chance of 
upsetting Holmes, and T d like to 
see the fight called off.*’ 

Kushner. who was to have been; 
the co-promoter of the Eva- 
ngelista bout, said last week the 
Coetzee-Holmes dash would be 
held in July. 

McEnroe bags 
Madrid Grand 
Prix tennis 

MADRID (R) — John McEnroe 
gave an almost unruffled display 
of power and skin to beat Cze- 
choslovakia’s Tomas Sraid 6-11, 
6-4 in the final of the SttXMJMT 
Madrid Grand Prix tennis tou- 
rnament Sunday night. - - - 

McEnroe, who had beaten Smid 
in all eight previous encounters, 
completely dominated his opp- 
onent in the first set. forcing him 
I .onto the defensive with agressive 
alt-court play. 

Smid could find no answer to 
the barrage and succumbed wit- 
hout winning a game. 

But the 26-year-old Cze- 
choslovak fought back bravely in 
the second set and managed to 
unsettle McEnroe who received a 
warning when he smashed a ball 
across the court in a fit of temper 
after losing one point. 

But McEnroe recovered his 
temper and touch to break SmicTs 
serweand win the match. 
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tJ.K. trade surplus 


states rises 


lONDON (Agencies} — In 1 983, 
fie U.KL- had a trade surplus with 
fie Arab countries to the value of 
;3.1W million. This represents an 
bereaseof 39 per cent over 1982. 
3y contrast there was an overall 
jteficit in U.K. trade with the rest 
rf the world amounting to; £8,649 
-pillioo ta t he sameyear. 

^ U.K. exports- to- the Arab cou- 
jtricsilecrcased by 2 per cent last 
pear- However, if Iraq is excluded 
string to the disruption in its trade 
aused by the.war, then U.K. exp- 
erts to- the rest of the Arab cou- 
wries actually increased by 7 3 per 
rent. 

U.K. exports world- wide and to . 
Arab countries were valued at 
C60334 million and £5,2ftA mil- 
ion respectively in 1983. The cor- 
esponding figures for 1 9ft2:were 
155.538 million and £5,423. - 

The composition of British exp- 
ms lo the Arab countries has. a 
»ety signlfjatnf feature: About 80 
per cent of these exports in 1983 


..were manufactured products. 

* These products accounted for 
less than 6U per cent of British 
. exports to Western Europe and 
North America. It is noteworthy 
that for visible exports it is the 
manufacturing sector which pro- 
vides the largest employment of 
manpower. 

U.K. exports to Arab countries 
in 1983 were greater than exports 
to Latin America, the Socialist 
countries. Japan. Canada, Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand and Sin- 
gapore combined. These countries 
have a population of over 2U0U 
million which is twelve times more 
than that of the Arab countries. 

. . The three largest importers of 
British goods among the Arab 
countries in 1983 were Saudi 
Arabia. UAE and Oman. Their 
imports were valued at £1,479 
million £568 million and £449 
million respectively. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — The market dosed mixed after a quiet session 
and at 1500 the F/C. .30 share index was down 3.3 at 835.6 having 
touched arecord 842.0 at 1000. The 1530 F.T.-S.E. 100- share, 
index was off four points at 1056.7. 

Government bonds showed net gains of up to % point with the 
fresh fall in money market rates helping sentiment. Earlier official 
supplies. of the 9 'A per cent 1998 exchequer tap siock was exh- 
austed.. 

Barclays bank was 3p off at 519 after annual results. Other 
banks.- industrials and North American stocks were raixedbutgold 
shares rose up to $7 with the bullion price. 

Life insurance shares retreated on renewed budget speculation. 
Sun Life fell 25p to 574 and Legal and General was 9p lower at 
474 but composites firmed with gains of about lOp noted in 
General Accident at 485 and Royal Insurance at 550. 

Thom E vil ended 7p higher at 651 and Blue was 8 p up at 443 
but !C1 was 4p lower at 588 and Glaxo shed 1 Sp to 7R(>. In mixed 
oils. l.C. Gas was l()p higher at 293. 

Natwcst Bank was 15p off at 694 ahead of full year results 
r uesday and Fisons. also reporting Tuesday, closed 3p up at 737. 
In the firm mining sector. De Beers firmed 15 cents to 91. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R i — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One sterling 

.1.4872/82 ’ 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

t ' ' -r - - 

135064(9 
25705/15 

Canadian dollars 
West German marks 

... % . 

2.VM5/25 

Dutch guilders 

. 

2.1215/30 

Swiss francs 


52.60*64 

Belgian francs 

_ 

.7.9200*30 

French francs 


160230' 1603.5(1 

Italian lire 


224.20/40 

Japanese yen 

r 

7.7000/7100 

Swedish crowns 


7.4300/4400 

Norwegian crowns 


9.4275/4375 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

40630/407.00 

U.S. dollars 


THE BETTER HALF. 

By Harris 



Tm writing o diet book for people with no 
willpower. The lost 25 pages are edible!" 


Unscrembte Qmm lour Junttea. 
on* latter to each squaw, to term 
lour ordinary wartc. 


I THAT SCRAM BLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee . 
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INSECK 

X 



PLUTIF 


togetAheAt? 

?W THE Oik . 
8HJ©1NE6S,TOU 
MUST EE THIS. 

Now arrange the drdad letters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


; ! y % inn” 

(Aoewei* tomorrow) 

Y«Wd^ |. ADAPT CHICK RARELY - SCARCE 


Answer. "Are they exact copies of Urn place, 
sir?”— “REPUCAS" 


OECD oil demand rises sharply 


PARIS (R) — Non-communist world oil demand in 
the first quarter of 1984 has grown faster than pre- 
viously expected led by IJorth America and the Pac- 
ific, the International Energy Agency (IEA) said. 


in its latest monthly oil market 
report the Paris-based agency 
said: “Fust estimates for first qua- 
rter 1984 consumption show a 
sharp increase of 5.7 per cent for 
the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) area as a whole/’ 

Both North America and the 
Pacific regions were 'experiencing 
colder than normal winters, the 
JEA said. But for the European 
region a continuing decline in con- 
sumption was ex petted. 

IEA officials said the latest fig- 
ures based on data from oil com- 
panies and Western governments 
said pressure on the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) had eased somewhat 
“But we are still looking for a 
decline in OPEC production sta- 


rting in .March and stretching thr- 
ough the second quarter/' one off- 
icial told Reuters. 

The IEA report said latest est- 
imates for OPEC crude oil supply 
in February were 17.9 million bar- 
rels per day (b/d). only slightly 
down from a revised 18JI million 
b/d in January. 

This is lower than an average 
OPEC supply ofl 8.9 million b/d 
in the fouith'quaner of 1 983, but 
above the OPEC crude quota 
level of 17 5 million b/d aimed at 
keeping market prices in line with 
its marker price of 529 a barrel. 

“The largest output drops have 
occurred in Saudi Arabia and 
some other Gulf states." the IEA 
said. 

In the first quarter of this year, 
consumption growth was str- 


ongest in North America, up 12 
per cent from a year ago at 18.8 
million b/d. against 16.8 million 
b/d in the first three months of 
1983. 

Consumption in OECD mem- 
ber countries in the Pacific region 
was up seven per cent at 5.9 mil- 
lion b/d against 55 million b/d a 
year ago. 

But OECD Europe first quarter 
consumption was estimated at 
nearly three per cent lower at 1 2.1 
million b/d against 12.4 million 
b/d in the first quarter of 1983. 

Non-OPEC oil supply is exp- 
ected to average 26.4 million b/d 
through the current first quarter 
period, the IEA said. 

Latest IEA projections put 
non-communist world oil demand 
in the second quarter 1984 at 44.] 
million b/d, up 2.6 per cent on the 
same period a year ago. 

With non-OPEC supply in the 
same period put at 26.6 million 
b/d. demand for OPEC supplies 
could be as much as one million 
b/d below the" official quota level 


of 1 7.5 million b/d. IEA officials 
said. 

This is the main challenge facing 
the OPEC market monitoring 
committee meeting in Vienna on 
March 9. 

The market outlook for the 
OPEC producers depended hea- 
vily on how much extra oil was 
currently being held in stock by 
companies as a result of the con- 
flict between Iraq and Iran for 
which there were no IEA est- 
imates. IEA officials said. 

Despite the conflict latest IEA 
projections suggest a world- wide 
stockdraw of 2.1 million b/d in the 
first quarter of 1984. of which 1 3 
million b/d was from land stocks 
held in OECD area countries. 

The officials added that the 
stock position had beeen com- 
plicated by a build-up of stocks in 
tankers by Saudi Arabia's mar- 
keting company, Norbec. est- 
imated to total around 50 million 
barrels or lo days of Saudi pro- 
duction. 


Dollar retreats in hectic trading 


LONDON (Rj — The dollar fell 
sharply in hectic trading on Eur- 
opean foreign exchanges Monday 
as last week's downward trend 
continued unabated. 

All major European currencies 
made gains against the dollar, but 
dealers said trading was con- 
centrated in the Swiss franc and 
Japanese yen. which hit a two year 
high against the American cur- 
rency. 

The dollar’s retreat also boo- 
sted the price of gold, which has 
recently regained some of its gli- 
tter after falling from favour as a 
financial haven. 

The metal was fixed in London 
aL a five month high of 541)6.85 an 
ounce, up from Friday' s close of 
just under 5399, and dealers said 


the market now appeared set to 
move significantly higher. 

Foreign exchange dealers said 
the sudden -demand for the yen 
was being seen as a long awaited 
reaction to the dollar’s recent los- 
ses against the mark, while the 
Swiss franc also had ground to 
catch up. 

Although the yen and Swiss 
franc were most in demand, the 
West German mark also opened 
at its best level against the dollar 
since last July at 2.5735 marks. It 
then slipped even lower to 2.5640 
before recovering to around 2.57. 

The trend towards the yen 
began with a vengeance in New 
York on Friday when the dollar 
tumbled five yen. In Tokyo Mon- 
day it hit a two year low amid 


heavy selling pressure before mov- 
ing even lower in busy European 
trading. 

Having touched a low in Europe 
of 223.45 yen and 2.1130 Swiss 
francs, compared with Friday’s 
close of 2.1520 francs, the dollar 
strengthened slightly. 

Sterling, which has recently 
benefited from its position as a 
petro-currency following the rec- 
ent flare-up of fighting in the 
Iran-Iraq war. also gained half a 
cent before falling back a shade to 
51.4873. 

Dealers said they saw few fac- 
tors supporting the dollar in the 
short-term and expected the yen. 
long established in the 233 to 235 
range against the dollar, to make 


more gains. 

“Pent-up demand for the cur- 
rency is considerable and Friday's 
breach of 233 yen clearly opened 
the floodgates." said Barclays 
Bank International analyst. 

The strength of the sudden 
spun in the yen come as a surprise 
to many Asian dealers who said 
they had expected only a gradual 
.rise. 

They said dealers had decided 
the mark had received enough att- 
ention following the dollar's 
slump from its high earlier this 
year of 2.85 marks to around 2.57 
marks. 

With the dollar in disfavour, the 
undervalued yen suddenly looks 
attractive. 


Scandals prompt South Korea 
to reform financial structure 


SEOUL (R» — A siring of 
multi-million dollar business sca- 
ndals in South. Korea has pro- 
mpted.. the 'gove rnment to int- 
roduce reforms of t he country's 
banking systerfi/""" - - 1 

President Chun-Doo-Hwan’s 
chief economic advisor. Mr. Sak- 
ong IL told reporters the gov- 
ernment was strongly committed 
to reform, particularly control of 
money' lending on the unofficial 
Kerb market" . 

Finance ministry officials ack- 
nowledge that during South 
Korea’s big economic drive of the 
past 20 years, fast-developing 
manufacturing industries ben- 
efited at the expense of the fin- 
ancial sector. 

Government planners closely 
regulated banks to provide key 
export projects with loans at 
anifidally-low rates. 

The ministry now says it will 
gram bank autonomy by allowing 


freedom in staff recruitment and 
shareholders to participate in the 
decision-making process. 

South Korea's toughest .pro- 
blems are corruption, bur- 
eaucratic inefficiency antLthe cla- 
ndestine operation of the Kerb 
market. 

In the latest of a seriesof frauds. 
29 people, including the former 
head of a leading bank and 17 
other bank officials, were sen- 
tenced to up 15 years jail for their 
part in the illegal issue of pro- 
missory notes worth more than 
52tMJ million. 

Twenty-two people, including a 
former cabinet minister. - eight 
government officials and the head 
of the Myung Sung group, were 
convicted in December over ano- 
ther multi-million dollar scandal 
involving a leading bank, the 
Commercial Bank of Korea. 

And in 1982, a Kerb market 
racket shook the country's eco- 


nomy. sending several companies 
to the brink of bankruptcy. 

An uncle by marriage of Pre- 
sident Chun was jailSlT for takmff=' 
bribes in exchange for promising- 
to aid moneylenders' operations. 
He was later released on bail. 

in a bid to rid South Korea of 
such scandals, Mr. Chun's gov- 
ernment introduced a law all- 
owing for the death penalty where 
bank officials are convicted of tak- 
ing bribes worth more than 20 mil- 
lion won (525.000}. 

People making illegal fortunes 
of more than five billion wdn 
( about 56.3 million) through 
fraud, embezzlement or breach of 
trust can also be executed, 
can also be executed. 

In addition, the finance ministry 
strengthened the role of the Office 
of Bank Supervision and Exa- 
mination. a watchdog body on 
banking affairs, and made it ind- 
ependent of the central bank. 


Other steps to change the ban- 
king structure include the transfer 
of ownership of five city banks 
into private hands and agreement 
on the creation of two new city 
banks, one of them a joint venture 
with the Bank of America. 

To prevent banks becoming 
go-betweens for private mon- 
eylenders and to attract capital 
from the unofficial market to the 
banks, parliament passed a law 
last December banning ano- 
nymous and false name accounts 
in 1986. 

About a quarter of South Kor- 
ean companies are estimated to 
use the unofficial money market 
where they have to pay double or 
triple the official interest rate; 
because the official system cannot 
provide enough funds. 

Government officials call its 
measures revolutionary, but many 
foreign bankers remain uni- 
mpressed. 


Peanuts 


UHAT DO THEY CALL 
| THIS, MARGE? A “YOUNG 
PEOPLE'S CONCERT"? 


HOW DO I KNOW I M $ 
60IN6 TO LIKE THIS 
KIND OF MUSIC? 


5HH..THE CONDUCTOR 
IS COMING OUT.. .WE'RE 
SUPPOSED TO APPLAUD... 




Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



M*LOVE/WHEKJ M3U HUNT FOR 
dccflyou HAVE TO BE VBRy 
QUIET AND VBRy CAREFUL* 


ERR-R~MUTT,I6A DEER 
A BLACK AND WHITE 
ANIMAL WITH FOUR 
LEGS THAT GOES 

MOOOoo? 



AndyCapp 



EC consumer prices 5. 
rise 0.7% in January J 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — Consumer prices in the European Com- 
munity (EC) rose 8.1 percent in the year to January, up slightly from 
the 8.(1 per cent inflation rate for 1983. The community statistics 
organisation Eurostat said consumer price inflation during January 
alone was 0.7 per cent in the 1 ((-nation trading bloc. Official up- 
to-date information from the Netherlands. Ireland and Italy was not 
available. Eurostat used its own estimates for Italy and the Net- 
herlands. Eurostat said the highest monthly rises were in Greece (1.2 
percent). Italy (1 -2 per cent) and Belgium (0.9 percent). Brilain had 
a slight falL caused by reduced prices during new year sales. 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 1M4 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: The daytime continues 
to be a time when you can perceive ways to leap forward 
to new and interesting concepts. Then make practical 
application of these ideas. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Seek out those interests 
that appeal to you, and decide if you want to make them 
part of your life. Be sure to drive carefully 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Listen to suggestions 
of those you trust and you can make better use of your 
finest talents. Be practical in the evening. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You want to make the 
acquaintance of those you admire, but you must be the 
one to take the initiative. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) A bigwig 
gives good advice so that you gain a more enviable posi- 
tion in your community. Clear your mind of confusion. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) A little trip to some new place 
for some worthwhile purpose could result in gaining 
larger profits. Accept needed changes. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) A word or note can show 
you how to have more romance with your mate. Show 
that you are a go-getter. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Partners will gladly 
cooperate with you in making necessary changes. 
Handle a civic affair willingly. Don't take risks. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Tackle your duties with 
greater understanding. Get your health and appearance 
improved. Show more thought for family. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Use your finest 
talent in the most intelligent way and it will pay off 
handsomely at the right time. Enjoy yourself. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Talk over with kin 
how you would like conditions to be at home. Tonight 
make needed changes at home. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Be your own in- 
dividualistic self today and get much accomplished. Get 
in touch with associates and make plans for the future. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Try some new methods 
so that you can command a greater income. Contact 
some bigwig who is willing to give you fine pointers. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be one who can easily understand the profit to be mads 
with ideas and projects and should have the benefit of 
a fine academic education and also learn the importance 
of being ethical. Make sure diet is right. 

* * * 

“The Stars impel; they do not compel.” What you 
make of your Me is largely up to you! 

1984, The McNaught Syndicate, Inc. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by R.M. McWhirk 


ACROSS 
1 Freshwater 
fish 

. 5 Paper 
fastener 
9 Slop over 

14 Java tree 

15 Mother o( 
Helen of 
Troy 

16 Uncanny 

17 TV crew- 
member 

19 Macaw 

20 Three: IL 

21 Oriental 
nurse 

22 Black eye 

23 Cattle 

25 Backyard 
calf 

27 Dame Myra 


29 Period of 
sultry 
weather 

33 Change copy 

36 Letter 
opener 

37 Arthur 
of TV 

38 Mine 
entrance 

39 we a!l7' 

41 Scoria Iran 
St Helens 

42 Bounder 

43 Touched 
ground 

44 Cafe 

46 Refugees 

48 Unicom 
fish 

49 Listen 

51 Exchanges 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 



55 Christmas 
songs 

58 “The — on 
. the Floss" 

60 Regret 

61 Accumulate 

62 Strongly- 
flavored 
cheese 

64 “Le — 
d’Arthur" 

65 Needle case 

66 a man 
with-” 

67 Musical 
mark 

68 Drones and 
workers 

69 Edible root 

DOWN 

1 Tubes 

2 Not to- 
gether 

3 Carved gem 

4 Helmsman’s 
direction 

5 — chowder 

6 WWII USAF 
General and 
family 

7 Baking 
potato 

8 Peter — 

9 Porpoises 

10 Punctuation 
mark 

11 Oil country 

12 Cash in 
Calabria 


13 Limerick 
man 

18 Garden 
scrapers 

22 Curtail 

24 Pert miss 

26 Norse god 

28 Glues 

30 Efficient 

31 Calendar 
span 

32 Like mint 

33 Marathon 

34 Hard cheese 

35 “Veni. — . 
vrei" 

36 Place 

40 Hazard 

41 Menu item 

43 Large 

inland 

waterbody 

45 Passageway 

47 Phantoms 

48 Sole 

50 Ham it up 

52 Fragrance 

53 Freer Irom 
pollution 

54 Fight 

55 Tent life 

56 Cupid 

57 “What is so 
— as a day-’ 

59 San - 
- Obispo 

62 Insurgent, 
for short 

63 In good 
health 
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Over 99 per cent of Soviet 
voters endorse candidates 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Over 99 per cent of the 
Soviet Union’s 160 million voters turned out Sunday 
to endorse candidates approved by the Communist 
Party in elections to the Supreme Soviet, the cou- 
ntry’s formal parliament. 


The elections, held every five 
years, were marked by a swelling 
campaign of public praise for 
KonsLantin Chernenko. app- 
ointed party chief three weeks ago 
after the death of Yuri Andropov. 

In speeches and broadcasts, 
public meetings and the press, Mr. 
Chernenko. 72, has been hailed 
for his wisdom, authority, int- 
elligence. knowledge. leadership 
qualities and humanity. 

Western diplomats compared 
the mounting personal tributes 
with those once lavished on the 
late President Leonid Brezhnev, 
who groomed vtr. Chernenko as 
his chosen heir. 

The new leaders style contrasts 
with the more modest public pro- 
file adopted by Mr. Andropov in 
his 1 5 months in office. 

After devoting 2<> minutes to 


interviews with electors praising 
vlr. Chernenko Sunday night, 
state television news reported that 
first returns showed over 99 per 
cent of voters had visited the polls. 

It was assumed they almost 
unanimously endorsed the 1.5(H) 
official candidates to the Soviet’s 
1 . 5 U() seats. 

The state devotes massive res- 
ources to mobilising the ele- 
ctorate. A blanket media cam- 
paign urging “everyone to the 
polls” is accompanied by visits to 
every elector from local “agi- 
tators" and pep talks at places of 
work. 

Television showed voters tro- 
oping to polling stations in the big 
cities, arriving by Reindeer sled to 
vote in the far north and casting 
their ballots aboard ships of the 
country’s big merchant fleet. 


Cosmonauts Leonid tvizim. 
Vladimir Solovyov and Oleg 
Atkov. orbiting the earth since 
Feb. 8. voted by radio and paid 
tribute to Mr. Chernenko in a tel- 
evision appearance. 

The Kremlin chief, a candidate 
like all members of the leadership, 
voted at his local central Moscow 
polling station, accompanied by 
his wife Anna. 

Mrs. Chernenko had not pre- 
viously been seen in public. 

The estimated 175 million eli- 
gible Soviet voters are not legally 
required to go to the polls, but 
those who don't face censure at 
the workplace or school.- and tur- 
nout has exceeded 90 per cent for 
the last 4(1 years. 

Evening broadcasts on gov- 
ernment television said the tur- 
nout was y9 .5 percent in the Rus- 
sian Republic, which includes 
Moscow and is the most populous 
in the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. Similar high turnouts 
were reported in other areas. 

Mr. Chernenko, who voted in 
northeastern Moscow, was shown 


on Soviet television wishing ele- 
ction workers “great successes.” 

His vote went to Soviet Premier 
Nikolai Tikhonov, who represents 
aH Moscow, and to Natalya Orl- 
ova, a textile worker in her late 
20s. who represents his district 

In each district across the vast 
Soviet Unioo. voters were electing 
two deputies, one to each of the 
houses of the Supreme Soviet. Not 
all deputies are party members — 
in fact non-party members made 
up 28 per cent of the outgoing par- 
liament — but party endorsement 
is essential for every candidate. 


Candidates are selected by 
trade unions, the Young Com- 
munist League, work collectives 
and local party bodies and the 
nominations submitted to district 
party offices before being “end- 
orsed” at workplaces. 

There is no Soviet law pro- 
hibiting more than one candidate 
for each seat, but because the 
nominating process is tightly con- 
trolled, no such opposition eme- 
rges on the ballot. 


ESA launches largest 
civilian telecom satellite 


PARIS (R; — The European 
Space Agency's Ariane rocket 
underlined its claim as a major 
contender in the booming com- 
mercial space market Monday 
when a perfect launch put the 
world's largest civilian tel- 
ecommunications satellite into 
orbit. 

The gleaming 42-metre 1137- 
foot’ high rocket blasted off from 
its jungle launchpad in French 

-Guiana on schedule at < 1050 GMT 
and afterwards a jubilant agency 
official at the tracking station at 
Evry near Paris told Reuters: 
“Superb. The besi-ever launch. 
No breaks, no incidents, the cou- 
ntdown was perfect.” 

Some 16 minutes after lift-off 
the 1.870 kilogramme Intelsat 
Y'F— k orbiter. capable of han- 
dling 12.000 simultaneous tel- 
ephone calls and two colour tel- 
evision channels, separated from 
the rocket. 

It will be nudged into a fixed 
orbit 185 kilometres above the 
earth over the next few days. 

- The launch was the eighth in the 
Ariane series, and followed last 
October's successful launch of 
another V-series orbiter for the 
I OK-naiion Washington -based 
International Satellite Tel- 
ecommunications Organisation. 

Monday's launch, in perfect 
weather, delighted European 
Space Agency (ESA) officials 
because (hey were able to use the 
first of three available “windows” 


in space, unlike last October when 
a technical hitch delayed attempts 
to hit the first slot. 

A “window" represents the opt- 
imum chance for the launcher to 
put the satellite in the correct pos- 
ition for its orbit. 

Ariane's success follows the fai- 
lure of the two satellites launched 
by last U.S. space shuttle mission. 

Deputy Technical Director of 
the Airane Launch Programme 
Daniel Mujnier said: “Now it has 
become a routine for us. We have 
acquired the industrial technique. 
Had the wind been stronger, we 
could not have launched, but wea- 
ther conditions were perfect for 
this time of the year.” 

“This was the best launch we 
have ever had," he added. 

A spokesman for Ariane space, 
the commercial organisation set 
up 10 market Ariane as a com- 
mercial launcher on behalf of the 
1 1- nation -ESA. said they now had 
a firm order book worth 6.1 billion 
francs IS 762 million}. 

"This represents 27 satellites 
for 14 different clients, and 40 per 
cent of them are outside Europe. 

Ariane's next launch' is sch- 
eduled for May. when it will put up 
the Spacenet civil tel- 
ecommunications satellite for a 
private United States customer. 

In July a more powerful Ariane 
HI rocket will put two satellites 
into orbit at once, both for Eur- 
opean customers. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 

©1963 rrttwna Company Syndicate, Inc. 


IMPLICIT FAITH 


DEAR READERS: We 
have had many requests over 
the years for those hands 
that we consider to be our 
favorites. That makes quite a 
list. For the time being, 
therefore, we are devoting 
the Sunday column to a 
series of famous hands. At 
the end of the series, we will 
go back to our weekly ques- 
tion and answer column. 
Neither vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 K J 108 

r? j 

v Q10965432 
♦ Void 

WEST EAST 

♦ 4 4Q75 

TQI09765 ?K4 
'J K 8 C J 

4 A K Q 6 4 J875432 

SOUTH 
4 A9632 
T A 832 
'> A 7 
4 109 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
1 4 Dble 4 4 5 4 

Dble Pass 5 ? Dble 
Rdble Pass 6 4 Pass 
Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 4. 


In the mid -'70s, Giorgio 
Belladonna and Benito Garoz 
zo were generally regarded 
as the world's best pair. This 
hand won the “Hand of the 
Year” award for Benito in 
1974. 

We wont go into all the 
details of the auction 
here— we don't have the 
room. Suffice it to say that 
once Garozzo opened one 
spade, showing a hand of 
fewer than 17 points. 


Belladonna never bothered 
to show his eight-card suit 
(that might have led to an 
easy slam in diamonds) but 
pressed on to six spades 
despite only 7 high-card 
points. 

Garozzo was forced to ruff 
the opening lead. He now had 
to establish and run 
diamonds while picking up 
trumps. The optimists among 
us might try cashing two 
high spades, but declarer 
realized that West’s takeout 
double made it likely that he 
was - short in spades. So at 
trick two he ran dummy’s 
jack of spades. 

When that succeeded, 
declarer abandoned trumps 
in favor of leading a diamond 
to the ace and a diamond 
back. West won the king and 
forced dummy again with a 
club. Declarer ruffed and this 
was the position: 

NORTH 
4 K 
? J 

0 Q 109654 

4 - 

WEST EAST 

4- 4Q7 

T Q 109765 
v - 0 - 

4A6 4J8754 

SOUTH 
4 A 963 
9AS32 
0 - 
♦ - 

Declarer simply began to 
run dummy's long diamonds. 
East could ruff whenever he 
wished, but declarer would 
simply overruff and then get 
back to the table with the 
king of trumps, in the process 
drawing East's last trump, 
and continue taking all the 
discards he needed on the 
long diamonds. 


Sri Lankan guerrillas 
kill 3 more Tamil youths 


COLOMBO (R) — Separatist 
guerrillas Sunday night shot dead 
three more minority Tamil youths 
in the northern Jaffna district as 
part of a campaign to eliminate 
“anti-social elements”, police 
said. 

The shootings brought the 
number of Tamil youths killed by 
guerrillas to nine in the past five 
days. a police officer in Jaffna told 
Reuters. 

He said the guerrillas, the- 


mselves Tamils, apparently bel- 
ieved the victims were stealing or 
extorting money on the pretext of 
helping the guerrilla movement 
which is fighting for a separate 
Tamil state. 

Placards were found near some 
of the bodies saying “you are an 
anti-social element This is the 
punishment” he said. 

The first victim's bullet-ridden 
body was found last Wednesday 
lied to a lamp post. 



Dimitri Ustinov. 


Soviets seek 
to expand 
military ties 
with India 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Soviet 
. Defence Minister Dmitri Ustinov 
said Monday his nation wants to 
expand a military cooperation 
with India because both countries 
“work for peace.” 

“We have different social sys- 
tems but both of us five in peace 
and have been working for 
peace.” Marshal Ustinov told 
reporters on his arrival at the New 
Delhi Military Airport 

■ It is “useful and needed*' that 
the Soviet Union expand military 
cooperation with India, he said 
expressing hope that his talks with 
Indian government officials “will 
bring good results" as he said they 
had in the past. 

Marshal Ustinov, making his 
second visit here as defence min- 
ister, came aboard an Ilyushin-62 
Aeroflot aircraft which landed at 
11.00 a-m. (0530 GMT). He was 
received by Indian Defence Min- 
ister Ramaswamy Venkataraman 
and other military officials. 

Speaking to reporters. Mr. 
Venkataraman said that Marshal 
Ustinov's visit soon after a change 
in Soviet leadership “shows the 
interest and importance the Soviet 
Union attaches to India.” 


499 Bangladeshi election candidates withdraw 


DHAKA (R) — Opposition att- 
empts to disrupt rural elections 
called by the Bangladesh military 
government gathered momentum 
Monday when election authorities 
announced the withdrawal of 499 
candidates. 

The two main alliances of opp- 
osition parties announced at the 
weekend that elections would be 
held “over our dead bodied' and 
declared that March 24, the pro- 
posed date for the polls, would be 
a “black day.” 

The alliance said the number of 


withdrawals would have been 
much larger if candidates had not 
been prevented from talcing back 
their papers. 

The opposition, headed by She- 
ikh Hasina Wazed and Begum 
Khaleda Zia. have called for a 
boycott of the rural elections, say- 
ing the poll would create a new 
power base for military ruler Hos- 
sain Mohammad Erstiad. 

They said the elections were 
designed to- delay a transition to 
democracy and to frustrate other 
opposition demands which inc- 


lude the holding of parliamentary 
elections before the rural polls. 

Gen. Ershad has said the rural 
elections would help establish 
democracy at the grass roots and 
described those who opposed 
them as cowards who were afraid 
of facing the voters. 

Oppositon groups sponsored a 
general strike last Thursday in 
support of their campaign against 
the elections and declared the suc- 
cess of the stoppage showed that 
Geu. Ershad had no popular sup- 
port. 


Greens set out to mend Europe’s ills 


KARLSRUHE(R) — After just a 
year in national politics. West 
Germany's environmentalist Gre- 
ens Party Monday prepared an 
assault on the European Com- 
munity, branding it a community 
of “bureaucracy, bombs and but- 
ter mountains.” 

The party ended a weekend 
Congress Sunday calling for an 
end to nuclear arms and atomic 
power, an exit from NATO, and 
measures to restore ecological 
balance and regional autonomy. 

These policies will form the 
basis of a campaign by 15 can- 
didates selected to run in June 17 
elections to the European Par- 
liament in Strasbourg, where the 
Greens have no seats. 

Party sources said the Greens, a 
mostly middle-class party dom- 
inated by the under-30s, hope to 
capture at least five or six places in 
Strasbourg. Candidates said the 


campaign heralded the beginning 
of a pan-Euopean environmental 
movement that would make the 
continent “green”. 

The congress avoided dis- 
cussion of a report from its 27 
Bonn deputies warning that the 
party urgently needed internal 
reforms. It issued a closing sta- 
tement that was clearly defensive. 

"Contrary to all the high- 
pitched media expectations of a 
divided and chaotic congree. the 
special federal assembly of the 
Greens Party this weekend pro- 
duced a picture of productive 
unanimity. The ‘great split’ that 
many talked about and wanted to 
write about did not materialise," 
the statement said. 

Some of the party’s federal 
deputies, who took a back seat 
during the two days of debate, reg- 
retted their warning was not being 
aired and said the party was sto- 


ring up trouble. 

Since emerging as a political 
force at provincial level in 1979, 
Greens have gathered disparate 
forces into a movement that draws 
protest votes from right and left. 

But the strains have never been 
far below the surface. The “great 
split” has loomed larger since the 
party lost the unifying power of its 
anti-nuclear missile campaign 
when West Germany went ahead 
with deployment of U.S. missiles 
last December regardless of mass 
protest rallies. 

Political pragmatists within the 
Greens' top ranks advocate a pol- 
icy of compromise with other est- 
ablished parties in order to win a 
share of real power in gov- 
ernment. 

But. judging by the mood of the 
congress, the party rank and file 
are not yet ready to water down 
their beliefs. 


Indian security forces 
given unlimited powers 


NEW DELHI (Rj— PararoiEiaiy 
forces in India's troubled Punjab 
state patrolled the region's 
hardest-hit districts Monday with 
new unlimited powers intended to 
defuse Sikh-Hindu tensions. 

The state government, which is 
under direct rule from Delhi, said 
security forces had the right to 
enter religious places such as Amr- 
itsar’s Golden Temple, the holiest 
Sikh shrine. 

“ Information has been reaching 
the government of the storage of 
arms and ammunition and of the 
use of religious places in this area 
as sanctuaries for the law bre- 
akers,” the announcement said. 

Security forces also had the 
right to arrest anyone or stop and 
search any vehicle, it said. 

A Punjab government spo- 
kesman told reporters heavily- 
armed paramilitary forces in the 
districts of Karpurthala. Gur- 
daspur and Amritsar now had 
“unlimited powers” to deal eff- 
ectively with civil violence in 
which 9o people have died this 
year. 

Political analysts said the new 


powers drastically raised the sta- 
kes in the confrontation between 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and 
Sikh leaders demanding, greater 
autonomy for Punjab, a pro- 
sperous farming state bordering 
Pakistan. 

Paramilitary forces were sent to 
Punjab five months ago when Mix. 
Gandhi sacked the state gov- 
ernment of her own Congress (1) 
Party and imposed presidential 
rule after Sikh extremists started 
attacking the state’s minority 
Hindu community. 

Bui until now only state police 
had been empowered to enter rel- 
igious places. 

The analysts said that if Mrs. 
Gandhi tried to weed out ext- 
remists hiding in temples par- 
amilitary forces would have to 
spearhead the raids because only 
they had the weapons and training 
to cope with the likely bitter rea- 
ction. 

Sikh political leader Harchand 
Singh LongowaL head of the 
Akali Dal Party, denounced the 
measures as an attempt to repress 
Sikhs and lower their morale. 
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South Africa 


Anglicans accuse S. Africa 
of creating fear in Namibia 


LONDON (R) — People in Nam- 
ibia (South West Africa l live in 
perpetual fear and suspicion cau- 
sed by the buge armed presence of 
South African forces. Anglican 
churchmen said Monday. 

They said property destruction, 
abduction and beatings made 
Namibians fear South Africa's 
Defence Force (SADF) and Koe- 
voeL its counter-insurgency unit, 
far more than they fear guerrillas 
of the South West Africa People’ s 
Organisation (SWAPO). 

The charge comes from six chu- 
rchmen drawn from around the 
world who visited Namibia last 
-October at the request of the bis- 
hop of Namibia. 

In their report published Mon- 
day. the churchmen urge the Ang- 
lican Chutch World Community 
to stimulate international pressure 
on South Africa to withdraw its 
forces and comply with the United 
Nations demand for an ind- 
ependent Namibia. 

“It appears to us that SWAPO 
has overwhelming support (in 
Namibia), not least from the 
main-line churches and their lea- 
ders,” the six said, adding that 
independence was the firm desire 
of Namibians. 


The delegation met community 
leaders, teachers, doctors, nurses 
and clergymen as well as managers 
of mining companies and the 
administrator-general of the ter- 
ritory. at whose invitation they 
toured SADF bases in the war 
zone. 


"The majority of those int- 
erviewed has no doubt that South 
Africa would defy international 
opinion and continue the occ- 
upation of Namibia.” the report 
says. 

The delegation detected a “dis- 
turbing and profound scepticism 
among Namibians about the rea- 
lity and determination of dip- 
lomatic pressure on South Afr- 
ica.” 

Many Namibians told them 
“the shadow of apartheid was 
being cast over the country.” 

It was obvious that the current 
system and structure was ina- 
dequate for the urgent task of pro- 
viding full and equal education for 
Namibians, which was paramount 
for independence, the report said. 

The delegates said an ind- 
ependent Namibian would have to 
include Walvis Bay, its only deep 
water port. 


German arms industry under fire over gun-running charges 


By Ralph Boulton 

Reuter 


DUESSELDORF. West Ger- 
many (R) — West Germany's 
high-powered arms industry, its 
exports booming, is coming under 
heavy fire over charges of illegal 
gun-running. 

Three employees of the Rhe- 
inmetall Arms Firm face trial this 
summer, charged with flouting 
state curbs on sales to non-NATO 
countries. They face sentences of 
up to five years if convicted of 
supplying guns illegally to Saudi 
Arabia and Argentina. 

Critics accuse the arms industry 
of riding roughshod over gov- 
ernment controls, designed to 
keep Bonn out of non-European 
conflicts and lay the ghost of Ger- 
many's military past. 

A Bonn parliamentary com- 
mittee heard recently that West 
German arras exports had risen 
almost tenfold in the last decade, 
while United Stales sales rose 35 
per cent and Soviet exports by 65 
per cent. West German arms had 
surfaced in almost eveiy major 
conflict during the 1980s. 

But arms firms seeking the same 
freedom as NATO rivals to sell 
their wares argue their exports 
were so low a decade ago that the 
figures are deceptive. Though ris- 
ing fast West Germany is still only 
fifth in the world league of aims 


sellers. 

Arms companies feel the Rhe- 
inmetall executives have been 
caught in a minefield of vague 
regulations. “This case is imp- 
ortant for the whole industry.” a 
Rheinmetall official said. 

“Bonn must decide in the end if 
it can hold firms responsible when 
weapons supplied legally to “app- 
roved” countries are passed on to 
others, as happened here.” he 
added. 

One former Rheinmetall emp- 
loyee has also been charged and 
others are being investigated in a 
wide-ranging police inquiry. 

Export controls, gradually ref- 
ined since the Western allies all- 
owed arms production to resume 
in the 1950s. now permit sales to 
the Third World’ from factories in 
West Germany only if "vital nat- 
ional interests” are at stake. 

■Hits vague provision has pro- 
mpted firms to seek legal loo- 
pholes that have caused Bonn ser- 
ious political headaches. 

One of West Gemrany’s biggest 
arms dealers, who asked not to be 
named, described the controls in 
an interview as grossly unfair, but 
added: “ 1 can get the goods where 
1 want them” 

“Why do we Germans make 
ourselves smaller than we are? 
Whatever the past, we now have 
the same duties as our allies, so 
why shouldn't we allow ourselves 


the same rights?” he said. 

.“When ray British friend Fre- 
ddy pulls off a major arms deal he 
becomes Sir Freddy, but when I do 
the same (he government likes the 
trade but would rather not know.” 
Economic pressure is a key fac- 
tor in eroding controls on an ind- 
ustry employing some 200.0U0 
people. 


Disaster for Britain 


The trend began in the 1970s- 
when Boon gave the go-ahead for 
delivery of submarines and patrol 
boats to Argentina and Chile in a 
bid to help ailing shipbuilders. 
Destroyers have since followed, 
but there is still an allied ban on 
bigger ships. 

The venture almost brought 
disaster for Britain in its 1 982 Fal- 
klands war with Argentina. Naval 
sources in Bonn said a West 
German-built submarine located 
the key British aircraft carrier Inv- 
incible and could have torpedoed 
it but for a crew error. 

Argentina's use of French-built 
Exocet missiles in sinking British 
ships in the South Atlantic ill- 
ustrated a major flaw in the res- 
trictions. The missiles were guided 
to their targets by West German 
electronics. 

Joint projects with NATO all- 
ies, which now account for a large 
proportion of production, can esc- 


ape West German controls. A 
major example was the FH-70 
Howitzer, developed with Italy 
and Britain. 

When Saudi Arabia asked to 
buy the gun, Bonn waived its obj- 
ections and allowed delivery. 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's gov- 
ernment could face similar dec- 
isions on the new Tornado combat 
plane and a host of other joint pro- 
jects. 

“The German restrictions can 
be a complication in joint ven- 
tures. but they are becoming less 
so,” a NATO diplomat said. 

The recent visit by a Saudi Ara- 
bian military team to view heavy, 
arms seemed to mark a further 
landmark in export policy. Mr. 
Kohl, despite strong Israeli' pro- 
tests, has told the Saudi Arabians 
they can buy “defensive*! arms. 

Arms industry sources said the 
Saudi team returned home wit- 
hout expressing any preferences. 
But Riyadh’s shopping list is exp- 
ected to include the Leopard 
anti-aircraft tank. 


Leopard-2 strictly controlled 

The Saudi government would 
like to buy high-powered 
Leopard-2 battle tanks worth 
more than five million marks (S 
1,94 million) each, but Mr. Kohl 
vetoed the sale, which 'will now 
probably go to the U.S. 

Direct exports of battle tanks. 


traditionally the most highly- 
prized German weapon.’ remain 
strictly controlled, especially to 
areas of tension such as the Middle 
East. 

But the Munich firm Krauss 
Maffei fuelled the controversy last 
month when it sajd Egypt had exp- 
. ressed interest in. building tanks 
under Wes German licence. 

Control on selling arms 
“ made-ov-Gerraany” have turned 
the West German arms industry 
into one of the workfs biggest 
suppliers of production licences. 
West German arms made ove- 
, rseas. from rifles to tanks, have 
found buyers all over the world. 

The ■ independent Stockholm 
International Peace Research Ins- 
titute told the Bonn parliamentary 
committee that t anks made in 
Brazil under West German licence 
were being used on both sides in 
the Iran-Iraq war. . 

“The transfer of technology 
may have done more to advance 
the arms industry in developing 
countries then direct exports 
could have done.” the institute 
said. 

Middle Eastern interest in West 
German arms has sparked a flood 
of media stories warning a gainst 
"opening the floodgates^. 

Government officials insist the 
present restrictions are fair if app- 
lied wisely and say they plan no 
change in policy. 
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Teenage girl 
to speak for 
first time 


BIRMINGHAM. England (R, - 
A teenage girl will soon “speak” 
for the first time, using a push- 
button machine -with a voice bor- 
rowed from another girl. Tracey 
Bates. 1 5. who was left speechless 
by a virus infection when she was a 
baby, is to have a pocket-size mic- 
rochip voice-synthesiser which 
speaks in her local accent, built by 
a team of experts at the Com- 
munications Aid Centre in West 
Bromwich near here. Bio- 
engineer Dr. Clive Thursfield. 
who leads the team, said: “Wc 
want Tracey to regard the voice as 
her own. We went to a great deal 
■of trouble to. find the right voice 
with the right accent.” The mac- 
hine will have a vocabulary of 
some 250 words and by pushing 
numbered buttons. Tracey will be 
able to construct and “speak” ^ 


‘Officials stole 
buried treasure’ 


WACO. Texas (APS — A lawyer 
says he's determined to keep (deal 
officials from "stealing” nearly SI 
million from two men whose 
rags-to- riches dream was sha- 
ttered by a U.S. Supreme Court 
decision last week. James Dean 
Bridges, then 15. and Percy Gar- 
cia. then 16. dug up SSOtijxiO in 
alleged drug money buried on 
farm near the south Texas town or 
Alice in 1 977. The youths bought 
a car and were on their way to 
Chicago when police in Waco sto- 
pped them for running a red light ! 
and confiscated the money. The 
high court’s decision not to hear 
the young men upheld a lower 
court's ruling that awarded the 
money, which has tmishroomed to 
5965.460 in interest-bearing acc- 
ounts. to McLennan County. 
While officials were considering 
the most effective way to put the 
money to use. Bridges* lawyer was 
trying to devise a {San so the men 
could, keep the money. 


Scientists to grow 
trees from old plums 


WYE. England ( AP) — Scientists - 
are trying to grow trees from plum - 

pits recovered from the wreck of* 
the Mary Rose, Henry VJirs fla- 
gship which sank nearly 440 years 
ago. “We are trying to propagate 
trees using tissue culture tec- 
hniques” said fruit expen Peter 
Dodd, who is in charge of the exp- 
eriment at Wye College in Kent 
about U 2 kilometres southeast of 
London. “This has been taking 
place for two months. Nothing has 
happened yet — but we are still 
hoping.” Dodd said Sunday. More 
chan 1 lit) plum pits were recovered - 
among the treasures on the Mary • 
Rose, which sank in the English 
channel in 1545 as it sailed out to 
fight the French. Dodd said so far 
he had cracked open five pits and 
found some completely deg- 
e neraied but others appearing in 
good condition, having retained 
their flesh covering. Two samples 
— of greengage and myrobalan 
varieties — are being used in test- t 
tube experiments, he said. If the - "* 
experiments are successful. Dodd 
said the trees that are grown wil^ 
be presented to the Mary Rose 
Trust that raised funds to raise the 
wreck from the sea bed in 3 982, 

The Mary Rose is now in diydock ' 
in Portsmouth where arc- 
haeologists are reconstructing its 
interior and exterior. 


‘More Irish . 
support divorce* 


DUBLIN (AP) — . A growing 
number of men and women in Ire- 
land want divorce to be legalised, 
an opinion poRpublished Sunday 
found. The Irish Marketing Sur- 
vey Poll for RTE. the Irish Rep- 
ublic's national television and 
radio service, found 46 per pent in 
favour of legalising divorce and 4ti 
per cent opposed. A decade ago . a 
similar poll showed that two- 
thirds ot those questioned would 
vote against a change in the div* 
oroe in a referendum. The latest 
poll found 68 per cent backing 
divorce in cases where one partner 
had been found guilty -bf cruelty- 
Thu size of the poll was not ann- 
ounced. Divorce. .In ' ove- 
rwhelmingly Roman Catholic Ire- 
land.. is banned undksc the con- 
stitution but an afl-party par- 
liamentary committee is currently 
examining marital breakdown- 
women’s Affairs Minister Nula 
Fennell said Sunday tba t aQ pol 3 


examine the poll dofcfally and i! 
“respond respoaaWy^-. 






